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PREFACE. 


In the name of God the Compassionate, 
the Merciful. 


The following pages contain a translation of Sahifa-i- 
kamilah, or the prayer book of Ah, the ornament of the 
pious. It was undertaken at the suggestion of Maulana Syed 
Najmul Hasan and Maulany Syed Nasir Husain, two of the 
most celebrated Shiah Mujtahids of Lucknow. 


Most people would regard it a thankless job, but the 
importance of the subject 1s evident from the fact that almost 
all men in all ages and countries have at times made use of 
prayer. History tells us that great and good men of every 
age and nation, of any faith and persuation have always been 
in the habit of praying, and 1t may be said without fear of 
contradiction, that prayer makes character great, good and 
noble. ‘‘ Nothing in man” says a well known writer, ‘1s 
great, but so far asitis connected with God” Hence it 
follows, that the greater 2 man 1s the stronger is his connec- 
tion with the Creator, and prayer bang the surest means of 
establishing this connection, is of the greatest moment to 
mankind. I have, therefore, endeavoured to place before the 
English knowing public a translation, let me hope, a tolorably 
accurate one, of one of the bast prayer books extant, hoping 
that it will be found useful and instructive 


In writing the introduction, I made use of the followin; 
books :— 


1. Nurul-ain-fi-mash-hadil Husain, by Abu Ishaq 
Asfraini. 

2. Iksir-ut-tawarikh, by Mirza Mohamma] Shirazi, a 
well known bookseller of Bombay. 


3. Life of Ali, the commander of the faithfull, by 
Obaidullah, Besumil, of Amritsar. 
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4. Tuhfatul-hajat, by M. Syed Mohammad Teqi (Usufi 
Press Delhi). 


In the case of important quotations, I have taken care to 
mention the name of the author either in the body of the 
text, or in footnotes. 


It must be acknowledged that the traditions mentioned 
in the introduction have not been rendered hterally, nor did 
I, in translating the prayers themselves, try to be lteral at 
the expense of sense. 


’ Being conscious of my meagre knowledge, slender infor- 
mation, and other shortcomings, I deem 1t necessary to men- 
tion that I could not do justice to the task Thad undertaken, 
and that should any of my readers be so good as to inform 
me of my errors, or suggest corrections and improvements, I 
shall feel highly obliged. But in this connection differences 
and variations of readings should not be lost sight of. 


Having disburdened my conscience in these respects, I 
close’ this preface with this humble prayer: May the Graci- 
ous God, the Source of all good, own this book, the first fruit 
of my humble labour, and may He 1n His Mercy, make it the 
instrument of good to those who may find occasion to read 
it ! 

" AHMAD ALI, 
MOHAN, DISTRICT UNAO, U. P. 
June, 8, 1929. 
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INTRODUCTION. 





I have already spoken, in the preface, of the importance 
and universality of prayer. It may be said 
to be a bond of personal love and dependence 
between God and man of the highest ethical quality. “There 
is nothing more certain in the whole biography of man and 
history of the world than this fact of prayer and the answer 
that supervenes to it. Itis the experience of men, women 
and children of every rank and age that thisis so. ‘Speak 
to Him thou, for He hears.’ Yes, hears, hears and answers 
with swift and beautiful response.” (R. A. Armstrong). 
Prayer 1n the words of H. More, “1s the application of want 
to Him who alone can relieve it. the voice of sin to Him who 
alone can pardon 1t. It is the urgency of poverty, the pros- 
tration of humility, the fervency of penitence, the confidence 
of trust. It is not eloquence, but earnestness, not figures of 
speech, but compunction of soul. It is the ‘ Lord save us, we 
porish’ of drowning Peter; the cry of faith to the ear of 
mercy!” ‘‘In the morning,’’ says W. Seeker, ‘‘ this is a 
golden key to open the heart for God’s service and in the 
evening 1{18 an iron lock to guard the heart against sin ’’ 
‘* In tral, in temptation, in weakness, in pain, in sorrow—in 
all those great testing times which try a man what stuff he 
has in him there is renewal, strengthening. uplifting to be 
won by simply putting forth the Soul to God that He may 
touch and heal it.” (R. A. Armstrong). 


Prayer-what it is ? 


“Tt is not truth,’’ says H. W. Beecher, “ nor philosophy 
to say that prayer alters nothing, that the laws of nature are 
fixed and that entreaty cannot change them. The laws of 
nature are fized on purpose to be used for the granting of prayer. 
Any man can use the laws of nature to grant the request of 
his child. Does he say that God, who made those laws, 
cannot do with them as he can? ’’ * 


@C. F. What He pleaseth will Goi abrogate or confirm for with Him is the source of 
F2 vekitien (The Qoran) 
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“Tt 1s true that the Divine mind knows it all beforehand. 

It is true that His counsels are wiser than 

ene man’s and that He will himself do for us 

better than we can ask or think. But for all that, He has 

created and ordained it one of the laws of the spiritual uni- 

verse, that when we reach our hands and lift up our voice to 

Him consciously and from our hearts seeking to come into 

touch with Him, then new floods of the Holy spirit flow over 

us from Him with their wonderfully calming, illuminating, 
and uplifting power” (R. A. Armstrong). 


‘‘ There are,” says the author of Self Culture, Professor 
J.S Blackie, “ higher things than knowledge in the world; 
there are living energies; and 1n the moral world, certainly, 
1t is not knowledge but aspiration that 1s the moving power, 
and the wing of aspiration 1s prayer When aspiration 18 
bird, curiously busy in counting and classifying the bars of 
its own confinement Of course, we do not mean that any 
person should be so full of his own hittle self and so ignorant 
of the grandeur of the universe, as to besiege the ear of 
Heaven with petitions tnat the laws of the universe should be 
changed any moment that may swt his convenience. 


‘We do not pray that we may alter the Divine decrees, 
but that our human will may learn to move 
in harmony with the Divine will* How 
far with regard to any special matter, not irrevocably fixed 
in the Divine concatenation of possibilities, our patition may 
prevail, we never can tell; but this wedo know, that the 
most natural and the most effectual means of keeping our 
own noblest nature in harmony with the source of all vital 
nobleness, 1s to hold high emotional communion with that 
source, and to plant ourselves humbly in that attitude of 
devout receptiveness which is the one becoming attitude in 
the created towards the Creator. Practically, there is no 


Its obyect 
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surer test of a man’s moral diathesis than the capacity of 
prayer.”’ 


Lord Bolingbroke once asked lady Huntingdon how she 
reconciled prayer to God for particular 
How she reconciled Hessings, with absolute resignation to the 
divine will. ‘ Very easily’? answered her ladyship, ‘just 
as I were to offer a petition to a monarch, of whose kindness 
and wisdom I hed the highest opinion. In such a case, my 
language would be I wish you to bestow on me such or such 
favour, but your Mejesty knows better than I, how far it 
would be agreeable to you, or’right initself to grant my 
desire. I therefore content myself with humbly presenting 
my petition, and leave the event of 1t entirely to you’’— 
Irvin. 


Having quoted some of the ablest western authors on the 
subject, I think it would not bo out of place here, to state 
briefly the teachings of Islam, 1n this respect. 


‘The best devotion,” says Ali, the commander of the 

faithful, ‘1s to abstain from what 1s prohi- 

PP aL baited; and tho most agreeable of earthly acts 

to God, is to pray to Him, for prayer 

turneth away a decree even though ordained ; 1t 1s the key of 

mercy, the means of needs being satisfied, and wards off 
every ealamity ” 


‘Whosoever prays,” says Imam Muhammad Baar, 
“shall never want’? And he once said to Mir (one of his 
followers), ‘‘O Mir pray, and do not say: whatever 1s ordain- 
ed shall come to pass. Verily there 1s a rank of nearness to 
God, which cannot be obtained save by entreaty, and verily 
who shuts up his mouth and asks nothing of God, shall 
receive nothing from Him.” 


To the question what was the best devotional act ?—he 
replied, thet there was nothing more agreeable to God then 
preying and entreaty, for God loved those who prayed to 
Him , and that there was nothing more hatoful to Him than 
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one who proudly abstained from devotion and prayer. 
‘ Prayer,” says the Prophet of Islam (peace be on him), “is 
the salvation of the true believer, the pillar of faith, and the 
light of heaven and earth.” 


Besides several other traditions to the same effect the 
Quran also inculcates praying in the most impressive terms. 
Some of the most important verses on the subject are the 
following :— 


1. And your Lord saith, call upon Me—I will hearken. 
unto you: 


2. And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, then 
will I be nigh unto them. I will answer the 
cry of him that crieth, when he erieth unto 
Me: but let them hearken unto Me, and believe 
in Me, that they may proceed amght. 


3. Say: not on your account doth my Lord care if ye 
call not on Him! 


4. Say: O my servants who have transgressed to your 
own heart, despair not of God’s mercy, for all 
sins doth God forgive. Gracious, Merciful 1s 
He! 


The prayers of which the following pages contain a 
translation, have come to us traditionally 
ae Sabifa--kamilah through Harun’s son, Mutawakkil, who, as 
ita aource : ‘ : 
will appear from the following narrative, 
was a trustworthy man and a devoted adherant of the house 
of the Prophet. 


‘T met,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘ Yahya, the son of Zaid, * the 
son of Ali, (peace be on them) after his father, Zaid was slain, 
and he was going to Khorasan, and greeted him.’ ‘ Where- 


* Za11 was one of the sons of All, the author of the prayers After the tragedy of 
Kerbala, Zaid declared jihad agninst the tyrants of the house of Omyyah, but was sinin and 
crucified 
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from dost thou come’?, he asked. ‘From the pilgrimage,’ 
said I. He then, questioned me about his family and sons of 
his uncle who lived in Medina, and particularly enquired about 
Jaafar, * the son of Mohammad (peace be on them), and I 
informed him of his and their tidings and of their sorrow 
for his father, Zaid. He then said to me, “It was my uncle 
Mohammad, the son of Ali, dissuaded my father from rising 
against the ruling power and informed him that if he rose 
and left Medina his undertaking would not prosper: so didst 
thou see my cousin Jaafar, the son of Mohammad (peace be on 
them)?” ‘Yes,’ said I. ‘Didst thou hear him mention 
anything concerning my affair?’ he inquired, and I replied 
in the affirmative. ‘ What was the occasion of his remem- 
bering me? ‘Tell me,’’ he added. ‘ May I be your sacrifice,’ 
said I, ‘I do not like to disclose to you what I heard from 
him’ ‘Dost thou termfy me with death?’ he rejoined, 
‘Speak out what thou hast heard.’ So I said to him ‘I heard 
him (Jaafar) say verily thou (Yahya) shalt be killed and 
crucified, just as thy father was slain and crucified’ At this 
his countenance changed and he said, ‘ What he pleaseth will 
God abrogate or confirm, for with Him 1s the source of reve- 
lation. + O Mutawakkil, verily the great God has aided this 
affair { with us, and He has bestowed on us knowledge and 
sword, and both these together belong to us, and He has dis- 
tinguished the sons of our uncle with knowledge alone.’ 
‘May I be your sacrifice’; said I. ‘ Verily I saw men more 
inclined towards Jaafar, the son of your uncle (peace be on 
him) than towards you and your father.’ He answered, 
‘Verily my uncle Mohammad, the son of Ali (peace be on 
him), and his son Jaafar invite men to life and we invited 
them to death. || ‘Son of the Apostle of God’ said I, ‘are 
they more learned or you?’ Thereupon, he bent his head 
towards the ground for a long time, then raised it and said, 


* The sixth of the 12 Imams, his father, Mohammad (Bakir) was the 5th and the 
latter’s father Ali, the author of the prayers was the 4th Imam (peace be on them all) 
+ A verse from the Quran. 


t Caliphate, or Jihad. 
ll i e We invited men to Jihad, while Imam Jaafar prohibited them from it. 


( 8 ) 


‘Hach of us has knowledge, besides the fact that they know 
all that we know, but we do not know all that they know.’ 


Then he asked, ‘ Hast thou written down anything from 
cousin?’ ‘Yes’ replied I. ‘Show it to me’ he added. Sol 
disclosed to him many items of knowledge aud showed him a 
prayer which Abu Abdullah (peace be on him) had dictated to 
me and told me that his father Mohammad, the son of Ali 
(peace be on him) had dictated it to him, tellimg‘him that it 
was one of the prayers of his father Ali, tho son of Husain 
(peace be on them)—a prayer of the Sahifa-1-kamilah. Yahya 
looked into it till he came to its end, and said to me: 


‘Dost thou permit it to be copied?’ ‘Son of the Apostle 
of God, do you ask permission for what is your own?’ I 
rejoined. ‘Look here,’ said he, ‘I will bring out to thee a 
complete book of prayers such as my father preserved from 
his father, and verily my father enjoined on me, by will, to 
take care of 1t and to deny it tothe undeserving’ ‘ There- 
upon,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘I stood up towards him and kissed 
his head,’ and sud to him, ‘“ By the Lord, O son of the 
Apostle of God, 1 will approach God by loving you and 
obeying you, and I sincerely hope that He will bless me with 
your love in my life and in my death.” 


Then he handed over the writing I had given him, to a 
boy, who was with him and said to him, ‘write down this 
prayer ina clear beautiful hand, and putit up betore me, 
perhaps I will learn it up by heart; for I requested it of 
Jaafar (God protect him) but he denied it to me.’ ‘ At this’ 
says Mutawakkil, ‘I was ashamed of what I had done and 
did not know what to do; and Abu Abdullah (Jaafar) had not 
told me before-hand not to give it to any body.’ 


Then he (Yahya) called for a portmanteau and took out 
from it a book locked and sealed ; he then looked at the seal, 
kissed it and wept, then broke it and opened the lock. Then 
spreading the book he placed it on his eyes and rubbed it over 
his face, and said, ‘If thou hadst not mentioned the speech 
of my cousin that I shall be killed and crucified—verily [I 
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would never have given it to thee and should have been parsi- 
monious of it. But I know that his speech 1s true, he derived 
it from his fathers, and that it shall shortly be verified. So I 
feared that a piece of knowledge like this should fall into the 
hands of Bannu Omayyah, for they would conceal it and 
store it up for themselves. Therefore, take 1t for me and 
take care of it and when God has decreed concerning the affair 
of that tribe and mine * what He is pleased to decree, 1t (the 
book) shall be my deposit with thee, till thou deliverest it to 
my two cousins, Mohammad and Ibrahim, the sons of Abdul- 
lah-11 Husain, the son of Hasan, the son of Ali (peace be on 
them), for they shall take up this affair + after me.” 


I took possession of the book, says Mutawakkil, and 
when Yahya was killed, I went to Medina, visited Abu Ab- 
dullah (Jaafar) and narrated to him Yahya’s conversation. 
He wept, overpowered by emotion and said, ‘May God bless 
my cousin and gather him to his fathers and ancestors. By 
the Lord O Mutawakkil nothing prevented me from giving 
him the prayer but what he feard conczrning the book of his 
father. Whereis the book?’ ‘ Hereitis,’ sad I He then 
opened it and said, ‘ By God this 1s the writing of my uncle 
Zaid, and the prayer of my grand father Ah, the son of 
Husain (peace be on them).’ Then he said to his son, ‘ Rise 
O Ismail and fetch me thn prayers which I ordered you to 
take care of and preserve’ Ismail then got up and brought 
out a book hke the one given me by Yehya. Abu Abdullah 
kissed it and placed on his eyes and said, ‘ This is the writing 
of my father to the dictation of my grandsire (peace be on 
them), in my presence.’ ‘Son of the Apostle of God’ said I, 
‘would you psrmit me to compare it with Yahya’s book.’ 
He allowed me to do so saying, ‘I see thee worthy of this.’ 
I, then, looked into the book and found it to be the same, not 
a single letter was found, in it, to differ from what was in the 
other copy. Then I begged Abu Abdullah’s permission to 
make over the book to the legatees, and he said, ‘ Verily God 


#i-e my Jihad against Bunu Omayyah. 
+ Jihad. 
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commands you to restore deposits to whom they belong. * 
Yes make it over to them.’ 


{The book was then delivered to the legatees in the 
Imam’s presence, and when they were gone, he informed 
Mutawakkil of a tradition of the Prophet, concerning the 
domination of the house of Omyyah, and the persecution the 
Ahlul-bait (house of the Prophet) and their followers were to 
suffer under their sway. | 


‘ After this,’ says Mutawakkil, ‘Abu Abdullah dictated 
the prayers to me, and they were 75 chapters of which eleven 
were lost and more than sixty remained with me.’ 


The above tradition, given here in an abridged form, has 
also been narrated by Mohammad, the son of Ahmad, the 
son of Muhsin-ul-mutahhari with a shght variation, but his 
narration makes mention of chapters as given in the list of 
contents. 


It would not be out of place here, to declare that some 
eight chapters have been held, by learned Shiah Dvivines to 
be apocryphal. But since almost all the Arabic editions of 
the Sahifa contain them, I did not think 1t proper to leave 
them outin the translation. They have, therefore, been 
inserted at the end, according to their position 1m the original. 


The Sahifa contains one of the best collection of devo- 
Dentin ofthe Sait tional addresses. They have been called 
and tages of ‘the Psalms of the children of Mohammad,’ 
and certainly they are mn no way mferior to 
the immortal utterances of the great Psalmist Monarch. 
They reveal to us the greatness of the mind that gave them 
utterance, his deep and accurate knowledge of human nature, 
his fervid earnestness, his lowliness of heart, and his cons- 
tant sense of moral obligation. They also afford us glimpses 
of his sufferings and trials unparalleled in world’s history. 
They are the prayers of one whose father + sacrificed himself 


reading it. 


* A verse from the Quran. 
+ Imam Husain (peace be upon him). 
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and his kith and kin for the spiritual and moral welfare of 
humanity, and did not forget to remember God, when actually 
beneath the sword of one of the myrmudons of the tyrant of 
Damascus. They are sincere utterances of a devout mund, 
not incomprehensible, uncertain metaphysics, and teach men 
to listen to the silent whisperings of their own souls, by 
appearing direct to the heart. They indicate a very high 
standerd of practical morality by making the reader fully 
conscious of his responsibilities as a rational being. They 
contain the gist of religion and morals, and witha few ex- 
ceptions can be advantageously read by every one having faith 
in the Umty and Grace of God. 


They form one of the best guides to moral self-review, 
the umportance of which is too well known to require any 
proof. They hold the mirror up to nature and the reader 
finds his most secret faults, and most trivial errors faithfully 
reflected If regularly read they cannot fail to effect per- 
manent moral improvement by enabling the reader to form 
a correct idea of his defects and a moderate view of his 
merits, thereby, eradicating vanity and self-conceit. * 


In short, their study 1s one of the surest ways of culti- 
vating the vonscience. From my own experience, 1 can bear 
testimony to the fact, that they have been source of great 
good tome. In sickness, failures, losses, nsults—in short, 
in all temptations, tals and afflictions, they proved a balm 
to my lacerated heart, a healing ointment to my wounded 
feelings. 


They have often solaced my griefs, comforted and calmed 
my purturbed and distracted mind, and weeded it of grudge, 
envy and other degrading passions. 


#* The heart of pride and passion weed 
And then the man is pure indeed 


‘I have been more and more convinced ’ says Ruskin, ‘the more I think of it that, in 
general, pride is at the bottom of,all great mistakes’ ‘It ia’ says J H Evans, ‘the great 
master sin of the human heart.’ ‘Pride’ observes Napoleon, ‘ never listens to the voices of 
reason, nature or religion’ Such being the case it is our duty to sabiue this passion, ss 
much as possible, and though we may not quite succeed, we are sure to feel better for the 

empt. 
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Some years of continued illness, anxiety and cares, had 
made me hopsless of accomplishing any thing good in this 
life, and had the effect of making me averse to every kind of 
voluntary useful exertion. I found that my mind had become 
buite morbid and meloncholy. But the regular reading of 
the prayer-book improved the tone of my mind, and restored 
me to activity by giving anew direction to my energies. 
Whenever I read them I was moved to tears being reminded 
of my failings and inequities, was more charitably disposed 
towards others, resolved to bea better man, and felt con- 
siderably relieved. 


But the most important of allis the fact that they 
always uplifted my spirits, revived my courage, and guarded 
me against that most pitiable of mental states—despair and 
assured me of Divine grace and mercy. Hence, I can con- 
sciously say, ‘Reader 1f you will do the same, your profit 
will be as great as mine.’ Therefore pray without ceasing 
and ‘keep yourself always in an attitude of reverential de- 
pendence on the supreme souice of all Good’. 


Having thus briefly enumerated the advantages of read- 
ing the book under reference, I think it 
token "kos desirable to say something as to how it ought 
to be read. ‘Some books’ says Bacon, ‘are to be 
tasted others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and 
digested, that is, some books are to be read only 1n parts others 
to be read, but not curiously, and some few to be read wholly 
and with diligence and attention’. Now the Sahifa is a book 
which deserves ‘to be chewed and digested,’ that is, to be 
read wholly and with diligence and attention, or to use the 
words of Dr. J. Todd, 1t ought to be read ‘deliberately, 
slowly, understandingly and with personal application.’ In 
order to be thoroughly enjoyed it should be read regularly, 
at least once every day, for repetition leads to appreciation, 
ad in appreciation lies the secret of enjoyment. But let me 
add that the true enjoyment of a'spiritual book depends upon 
the degree of innocence possessed by the reader, the freer the 
conscience from guilt the greater the enjoyment. 
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‘A man’s studies’ Says Ovid, ‘pass into his character.’ 
The Sahifa, if read with sincare earnestness, will gradually 
become a part of the reader’s mind, its beauties will go deep 
down into his heart. How ennobled, purified and uphfted 
would the soul feel, when the contents of such a book, shall 
become an essential part of her mental and moral equipment. 


Every thing has its conditions, and prayer in order to 
be worthy of the ear of Heaven and of being 
answered, must conform to certain rules and 
conditions, the most important of which, according to the 
best Muslim authorities aro the following: — 


Conditions of pra -cr 


1 Thedevotee must have full trust and unphuit con- 
fidence in the Mercy of God 


2. His conscience must, as far as possible, bx frea from 
guilt, for sin is oft ‘1 the cause of an entreaty beg rejected, 
or of the answer being delayed * 


3. He must have repented of his sins and errors before 
presenting his petition to Heaven. 


4. Heshould neither eat nor wear things acquired by 
uDfalr means, nor otherwise use forbidden things. 


5. Hemust be sincere and in earnest, and should not 
pray to the hurt of neighbour. 


6. What he asks for himself he should also ask for his 
bretheren, his neighbours. 


7. Heo should not give up praying, in case the Divine 
answer 13 d ‘layed, but should continue to repeat his applica- 
tion believing all the time, that it shall be heard by the 
Merciful and granted. 


* A guilty conscience is very often an obstacle to praying C F , ‘O Lord forgive me 
the sins that stifle prayer '—Ali, in the prayer of Kumail. 
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8. Before entering upon prayer heshould praise and 
thank the Almighty God for His Grace and Mercy, aud 
ought toinvoke blessings on the Prophet and his A! (family). 


The Mohammadans believe that a prayer to be heard and 
answered by God, must be offered with the names of the 
Prophet and his Al (family) (peace be on them), and should 
be preceded and followed by the Darud, that is, an invocation 
of blessings on them. 


The formula of Darud runs thus in Arabic All-hum-ma 
Sa-ly Ala Muhanatin wa Al-i-Muhammatl, and means, ‘O 
Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family).’ Hencs, we find 
the formula prefixed or appended to almost every entreaty in 
the Sahifa. 


It is generally admitted that the family of the Prophet 
included in the invocation of bessings, are Fatimah, his 
daughter, and the twelve Imams, whose names are given mm 
the geneological table appanded to this introduction. 


* ‘Addison’ Says Smiles, ‘hked to know as much as possi- 
ble about the person and character of his 
Life of Zain-ul-abdm, gythors in aS much as it increased the 
aes of the Pr- pleasure and satisfaction which he derived 
from their books’. Such a desire 1s natural 
and reasonable, for the lives of great and good men always 
abound in useful lessons. ‘So far as my exparience goes’ 
Says Professor Blackie, ‘there 1s no kind of sermon so effec- 
tive as the example of a great man..........Hvery man may 
profit by the example of truly great men, if he 1s bent on 
making the most of himself and his circumstances.’ These 
considerations have led me to give herea short biographical 
sketch of the venerable author of the Sahifa-1-kamulah. 


Ali, the son of Husain, the son of Ali, the commander 

of the faithful, was born in Medina, in 38 A. 

Birth and Peraniage. =H. during the Caliphate of his grandfather. 
His mother Shehrbanu was a daughter of Yazdijird, the last 
of the Kayanion kings of Persia. Thus owing to his con- 
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nection with two of the most illustrious Asiatic families, 
he was called ‘ Ibn-ul-khairtain’, that is, ‘scion of the 
two chosen stocks.’ He was the fourth of the twelve 
Imams. His piety and devotion have won for him the 
calebrat21 appallations of Sajjad (th3 greatest maker 
of prostrations) and Zain-ul-abdin (the ornament of the 
pious) 


He was two years old when his grand-father was as- 
sasinated while offering the morning prayers in the Mosque 
of Kufa In his twelth year he had to mourn the loss of his 
mild and generous uncle Imam Hasan poisoned at the in- 
stigation of the court of Damascus. 


Since, then, he had to witness the persecution of his 
revered father Husain, at the hands of Yazid 
ied genres who reqmred of him the oath of fealty to 
the throne of Damascus. To avoid being for- 
ced to swear allegiance toa man who pagan at heart and 
whose depravity had undermined the foundations of religion 
and morality, Husain removed himself with his family to 
Mecca. On reaching there he found himselt 1n greater peril 
and fearing the desecration of the sacred precincts of the 
Kaaba by bloodshed, he set out for Kufa, in compliance with 
the invitations of the fickle and porfidious psople of that 
place. But on his way there, he was intercepted by a 
numerous army sent by Yezd, and Husain himself, his 
kinsmen and followers, 72 1n all, died fighting on the fleld of 
Kerbala, after suffering insults, and pangs of hunger and 
thirst for three days 10 succesion. Even Husain’s baby son, 
Ali Asgher, and some other children, of very tender years, 
fell victims to the crueltios of the ruffians. 


The atrocities, perpetrated at Kerbala, are too well known 
to need further detail. Ali, the hero of this narrative, on his 
return to Medina, from captivity, was heard to say, ‘ Had 
the Prophet (may God bless him) positively commanded them 
to kill us, as he had enjoined them by will to be good to us, 
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they could not have excooded what they did to us.’ ‘Ina 
distant age and climate’ Says Gibbon, ‘ tho tragic scene of 
the death of Husain will awaken the sympathy of the coldest 
reader.’ 


Of Husain’s heroic band, the only individual that servi- 
ved the massacre, was his son Ali, the hero of this sketch. 
His severe 1l]ness at time had disabled him from bearing arms, 
and his deference to his father’s parting command, restrained 
him from attempting to do so. Thus was he spared. 


To be bmef having trampled under horses’ hoofs the 
sacred body of the Piophet’s grandson and 
eee ihi pty Jeaving the bodies of the martyrs unhuned, 
the murderous host burned Husain’s tcnts, 
robbed the breavad women and made them captives When 
this was don», the captives were placed on the bare backs 
of camels, with Ali at ther head, and accompanied by the 
heads of the martyred band, mounted on spears, were led 
through the crowded streets ot Kufa to the Court of [bn-i- 
Zyad, Yamd’s lieutenant. The latter having expressed his 
satisfaction at the performance of hi» subordinates, ordered 
the prisoners to be taken to Damascus. At length after a 
toilsome journey, this Caravan of widows, orphans and heads, 
pelted at and insulted by the depraved populace of the places 
through which they passed, and goaded onward with spears 
and lashes of the escorting ruffians arrived at the palace of 
Yazid, that monster of baseness and cruelty. The captives as 
well as the heads of the martyrs, were then brought in the 
presence of the tyrant, who touched Husain’s lips with a 
stick and heaped insults upon head. He then addressed 
himself to the captives, enquired about each of them, and 
ironically expressed his satisfaction at what had befallen them. 
He threatened to put Ali to death, whereupon the latter with 
characteristic courage said, ‘I am not afraid of being kalled, 
nay in those that have been slain before me I have an 
example worthy of imitation.’ At this point the wailings of 
the captive ladies interposed and Yazid desisted. 
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But in order to msult and humiliate them the more he 
ordered the Khatith* to mount the mimber of the great 
Mosque, and publicly curse and abuse Husain, his father and 
his descendants. When this was done, Ah said to the Khatw 
: Woe be to thee, to please a creatuye thou hast displeased the 


He then requested Yazid to allow ‘him to go to the mimber 
and speak something pleasing to God and 
useful tomen Being persuaded by those 
who were present, the tyrant reluctantly 
iniesiptioil with this request, and Al mounted the mimber. 
He praised God, blessed His Apostle, dwelt briefly upon the 
transitory nature of the world, and advised men to be virtuous 
and good. Then he said _ to them, ‘Omen, he who knows me, 
knows me, and he who does not know me, should know, that 
I am Ali, the son of Husain.........1 am the son of him who 
was killed unjustly, Iam the son of him whose head was 
severed from behind, I am the son of him who died thirsty, 
Iam the sonof him who fell on the tield of Karbala, I am 
the son of him who was robbed, after death, of his turban 
and. mantle, I am the son of him over whom the angles of 
heaven monrned. O men, God has been bountiful to us since 
He put the standard of guidance among us, and placed the 
flag of ruin among others than us, and gave us excellence 
over all the creatures, and conferred on us what He never 
conferred on any one else He has distinguished us with five 
things, not-to be met with 1n all the creation taken together, 
viz, knowledge, courage, generosity, and the love of God and 
His Apostle He has bestowed on us what He did not bestow 
on any one élse in the world.’ 

| At these pathetic words coming out flamingly from the 
heart of the sore afflicted speaker, loud wails of lamentation 
rose from the assembly, and Yazid finding it necessary to 
interrupt him, ordered the Muazan to call out for prayers 
The Muazzin cried out, ‘“‘God is great.” At this Ali said, 
‘God is greater than every great one.’ The Muazzn then 


As speech at 
Damascus 


® means preacher, speaker. 
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said, ‘ I. i. witness that’ there is tio god but God. * Ali 
repeated the words after him. But when the Muazein had 
paid, ‘I hear witness that Mohammad is the Apostle of God,’ 
Ali, asked him to hold his peace and ‘said to Yazid, ‘ Was 
Mohammad my grandsire or thine?’ ‘Thine ’ replied the 
tyrant. ‘Then why didst thou kill his descends and make his 
women prisoner?’ asked Ali. Yazid was struck dumb and 
the cries of lamentatation ahd wail of mourning became 
louder He tried to exculpate himsef by laying the fault of 
the whole transaction at Ibn-i-zyad’s ddor: But finding that 
a reaction of feelings was beginning to set in against the 
perpetrators of the massacre, and actuated by sae of self- 
preservation he retired to his palace. 


Shortly after this with a view to make his subjects for- 
get the atrocities of Karbala, and to keep them ignorant of 
the true nature of affairs—for ignorance of the masses was 
one of the main-stays of Omyyade rule—he liberated the 
prisoners, and sent them to Medina. 


After his return to Medina, though he lived apparently 

unmolested, Ah was not quite safe from the 

intrigues of the enemies of his house. Heis 
believed to have died of poison, administered at the instiga- 
tion of Walid, the son of Abdul Malik in 95 A. H. Ho was 
buried in the grave yard of Baqi beside his uncle, Imam 
Hasan. 

He survived the tragedy of Karbala by 35 years and never 
aes ceased mourning throughout that period. He 
ai © ** mourned for his father ' says’ Jdafar-us 

sadiq, his grandson, while he observed fast 
during the day and kept awake at night.’ And whet the hour 
of breakfast arrived and, ‘food was brotight tb him, he-would 
say,‘ My father was killed Hungry! my father was killed 
thirsty '—ang, food and water was “brought to again‘and again, 
full it got saturated Ww rith ‘tears then he took out of it's little. 
This practice continued till he was’ ¢alléd to the mercy of God. 
One day one of his setvants protested ont of tenderness, say- 
ing, ‘ How long shall you mourn my dear:‘master * Will your 


His death 
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grief never opase?’ ‘ Alas’ said he, ‘ Jacob, the son of Issac, 
the son of I braham, was himself a prophet, and the son of 
a prophet, and. he had twelve sons. The Lord God caused 
one of them ta disappear, and Jacob’s hair turned gr ay on 
account of mourning, his back became crooked on account of 
sorrow, and his sight for sook him on ‘account of weeping, 
while I saw my father and seventeen of my kinsmen mas- 
sacred, , how can my grief, abate?’ Saying this “hé' wept 
bitterly. Tha atrocities of Karbala were so indelibly m- 
pressed on his mind, that he ‘could not bear to look even at 
the head of 3 slaughtered sheep. 


In spite of all his sufferings he was no pessimist, and his 
prayers support this view of his character 
si haa The very fact that he prayed 1s of itself a 
proof of his hopefulness. A hopeless man would not even 
think of praying ‘Blessed be the Lord’ says he in one of 
his prayers, ‘Iam not hopeless’ This attitude of mind, 1s 
accounted for by the fact, that he had made the will of God 
a enly standard of hfe 


, His piety and devotion have won for him the appellation 
of ‘the ornament of the pious’ It is said 
e “evetion sn that when he performed the ceremomal 
washing before prayer, he used to turn pale, 
and being questioned as to the cause of this alteration replied, 
‘Don’t you know in Whose Presence I am going to stand 
up?.’ One day when praying, his house took fire, and 
several voices cried out, Fire! Fire.t' But he did not feel at 
all alarmed and continued to pray as ‘if nothing had hap- 
pened. In the meantime the fire died out; and when he 
finished praying people, said to him, ‘Son of the Apostle of 
God, what. thing made you unmindful of the fire?.’ ‘The 
fire at hell’ replied he, So absorbing was his devotion, 
‘* Once, on. a time 7 Says, Ibrahim the, son of Ah, “I 
accompanied him on a jour ney to visit the 
rat. Kaaba. His camel was very lazy. The 
had, in his “hand, a stick, which he 
raised at: thesbeast, from time to time, but did not — him.’? 
Such was his tenderness of heart. 
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One day, one of his slaves was climbing up a laddder,, 

| while carrying a large copper vessel contain- 

ea oe a ing roasted meat for some guests on the top 

aly “of the house. He had scarsely reached the 

uppermost round, when he lost hold of the 

vessel which dropped down causing mortal injury to a child 

of his master. The accident filled the slave with consterna- 

tion But the gentle master thus addressed him, ‘I know 

thou didst not do this intentionally, do not be afraid. I for- 

give thee and emancipate thee’. Such conduct on such an 

occasion, 1s one of the noblest instances of forbearance and 
generosity, on record 


He was very lement and forgiving. ‘One day’ says the 
author of Sawaig-1-Muhniga, ‘somebody abused him. The 
Imam did not mind what he said.’ Thereupon the fellow 
said, ‘You are very careless.’ ‘I turn away from thee; 
replied the Imam, ‘quoting the verse of the Qoran: Use 1in- 
dulgence and enjoin what 1s just and withdraw from the 
ignorant ’ Another instancs of his forbearance 1s thus men- 
tioned by Qarsh1 A man once told the Imam that such 
an one spoke ill of him ‘Thereupon, the Imam asked the 
informer to accompany him to the evil speaker. The man 
complied beleving that his company was solicited for as- 
sistance 1n case of a quarrel. When they reached the evil 
speaker, the Imam thus addressed him; “If what you said 
was true, then may God forgive me, and if false then may 
He forgive you!” To such a pitch had he carried the cultiva- 
tion of conscience ! * 


Having suffered a great deal himself, he had a great 
regard for those 1n distress. ‘ He used to go 

ae out at night’ says Abu Hamza-i-Sumali, 
‘ carrying on his back, a sack full of loaves of bread which he 


* Speaking of the mghteous, Ali, the grandfather of our hero says, ‘When any of 
them is praised ke is afraid of what 1s spoken of him and says,’ ‘I know myself better than 
others, and my Lord knows me better then myself O Lérd do not call me to account for 
what they say and make better than they suppose, and forgive me what they do not know.’— 
Nihjal-Balegha 
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dealt out to the poor. Hoe used to: say that secret almsgiving: 
turneth away divine wrath.’ The traces of carrying burden 
were discovered on his back when his sacred body was being’ 
washed, after death. ‘There were in Medina,’ says Abu 
Ishaq ‘many men who hved an easy life, not knowing 


Whence they got their living. When the Imam was no more 
they learned that they used to receive their rations from him.’ 


‘During thé lifetime of Abdul Mahk * his son Hisham 
mado a pilgrimage to the Kaaba. He tried very much to 
kiss the celebrated black stone but failed to do so, owing to 
the presence of the crowd. At length tired of his futile 
attempts, he sat down chagrined on a chair near the sacred 
well, called Zamzam, and watched the going and coming of 
pilgrims, while ‘a company of Syrian nobles stood around 
him. He was sitting 1n this mood, when Ah suddenly made 
his appearance On the approach of the Imam the crowd 
made way and he kissed the black stone without difficulty. 
This incident led one of the Symans to enquire of Hisham 
about the venerable porson, whom people showed so great 
respect Hisham, fearimneg lest his compamons should feel 
favourably inclined towards the Imam, with affected indif- 
ference rephed that he did not know who the individual was. 


The celebrated poet Abufaras Farazdaq being present was 
offended at Hisham’s pretended ignorance and declaring that 
he knew the venerable person well, composed an extempore 
panegyric, of about 30 hnes, celebrating the praises of the 
great _Imam.+ Thereupon Hisham got so offended with 
Farazdak that he threw the poet into prison. Wher the 
incident was brought to the Imam’s notice he sent the poet a 
present of 12,000 gold pieces, which he refused to take, saying 
that ‘he had praised the Imam for the sake of God, not for 
the sake of gold. However, when the Imam said: ‘‘ We 
the Ahlulbait (the people of the house of the Prophet) do not 


#* One of the rulers who succeeded Yazil 

+ This well-known poem is justly admired for its energetic style, grandeur of expression 
and truth of sentiment [t generally forms part of Arabic literary course in India and 
elsewhere 
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receive back what, we give away,” the poet accepted the gift. 
This anecdote is significant, it informs us of: the Imam’s 
bounty and. of the respect in which he was held by the Mos- 
lems in general, and throws light on the Omyyade policy of 
keeping the masges ignorant ‘of the rights and privileges of 
the house of the Prophet. 


* Tt has been observed by Imam J anfar-us-Sadid, that Ali, 
the commander of the faithful, never tasted 
Traits in whieh be what was forbidden, throughout his life, 
— ne gene ‘that when = aa given a choice between 
two things, and found that the more difficult 
of the two was agreeable to God, he adopted the difficult one ; 
that none, except him, had the strength to worship hke the 
Apostle of God ; that when wor shiping, he looked hke a man 
detained between Paradise and Hell; that to win divine ap- 
probation he emancipated one thousand necks (slaves) out of 
his personal property, that his own diet and that of his fami- 
ly consisted of olive oil, vinegar, and dates; that his apparel 
was made of the coarsest material, and if he found the sleeves 
too long, he cut them short with a pair of scissors, and that 
none of the Ahlulbait resembled him more than his grandson, 
Ah, the son of Husain (peace be on them all.) 


The following anecdote 1s an admirable instance of his 
tenderness of conscience and humnlity “I 

His Snegaie of saw,” says Taoos, ‘““Imam Zaid-ul-abdin 
ia mo" praying in the Baitul Haram (the mosque of 
Kaabah) and weeping.” I went to him and 

said, ‘‘ Son of the Apostle of God, you have three things to 
secure you, from fear, why do you weep?” ‘ What are those 
three things?’ he enquired. ‘ Firstly,’ Said I, ‘you are the 
son of: the Lord’s Apostle, secondly, your grandsire’s inter- 
cession, and thirdly, God’s mercy.’ ‘‘ These do not.assure 
me” replied he. ‘‘ Firstly, because, on the day of resurrec- 
tion, God will not enquire about consanguinity, for He says, 
‘The ties of kindred between them (men) shall cease; ’* 





* A verse from the Quoran. 
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Becondly, because the Prophet will intercede only for those 
approved by God, for He hath said, ‘ And no plea shall they * 
, offer save for whom He pleaseth ” ; >» thirdly, the Lord hath 
gaid, Verily the mercy of God is nigh’ unto the righteous, * 
‘and ¥ do not suppose myself to beofthem ” Thus we see 
‘that inspiteof, havinga pureconscierive and perfeet confidence 
inthe grace of God, he never ‘allowed himself to feel too 
secure,—the true attitude of the pious and lowly 1n heart. 
It 1s owing to this attitude of mind that his prayers abound 
in expression of fervid ear nestness, ardent devotion aud 
sincere humility, to be found, perhaps, nowher e else 


As to his Jearmng and wisdom, 1t has been observed, 
that he was the most eminent’ Fugth (jurist) 

peeing of his age. Besides 4'small collection of 
short, didactic, poetical pieces, ascribed to him, his sermons 
preached on different occasions and his prayers, bear testi- 
mony to his deep knowledge of’ human nature, morals and 
theology. His speech in Damascus, in ‘utter disregard of 
Yazid’s threats, is a goood specimen of his oratorial powers, 
and affords an unquestionable proof of his indomitable 
courage and presence of mind. ‘Such souls when they 


appear’, says Emerson “are the Imperial Guard of Virtue, 
the perpetual reserve, the dictators of fortune. One needs 
not praise their courage,—they are the: heart and soul of 
nature.”’ 


: These, detached anecdotes do not aim at presenting a 
perfect biographical sketch, for, it may be said, that after the 
tragedy of Kerbala, the Imam’s outward life had not in it, 
many events. Their sole object is to enable the reader to get, 
as complete a view as possible, of his excellent character. Of 
course in the prayers themseles, we may find, a pretty com- 
plete ‘‘ Spiritual ’’ biography of our hero. 





* <A verse from the Quoran 


( 24 ) 


If suffering can make a man advance towards moral 
perfection, as has been the experience of 
neepne ume f some of the most eminent sages, * then, 
e 4 certainly, he was one of the most perfect of 
men; for, history shows that hig share of suffering and 
, BOYTOW, was superlatively abudnant. But ler it be borne in 
mind, that man’s Innocency is not te be condemned by afflic- 
tions. 


To conclude, his virtue and piety, his forberance and 
charity, his forgiveness and genersity, his 
ean mnetor mmm tenderness of heart and conscience, his 
fortitude and presence of mind 1n adversity, 
and above all, his hopefulness and humility are worthy of 
every man’s contemplation and imitation. “ It 1s a long way 
from Karbala to Calvary,” says Mathew Arnold, “but the 
sufferers of Karbala hold aloft to the eyes of mlhons of our 
race the lessons loved by the sufferer of Calvary.” For he 
said ‘‘Learn of me 1am mild anu lowly of heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” The venerable subject of this 
sketch was one of the chief sufferers of Kerbala May God 
give us grace to follow in his footsteps, for the sake of 
Mohammad and his Al (family) (peace be on them). Amen. 


#* Of sufferings and pains cometh help, for it 1s not possible by any other way to 
be rided for our inequity—Plato 


He that hath saffered in the flesh ceased from sin—Peter 


It is good for me that 1 have been afficted, for before that 1 went stray -David (2) 
Suffering w# no dsagrace to a righteous man.-Ali I have learned more of God, and of my- 
self, by one week’s suffering than by all the prcsperity of a long lifttuzme—B P Hali. 
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The geneological table referred to in the introduction. 
Mohammad the Prophet. 52 B. H.—11 A. H. 


| 
Fatimah (daughter) Married 1. Ali (Son of Abu Talib the 
hig a uncle) 23. B.H.— 
40 A.H. 


| | 
2 Hasan 3 A.H.—50 A.H 3. Husain 4 A.H.—61 A.H. 
| 
4 Ali —— 38—95 A H. 


5 Mohamme3-sl-Baatr’ 57—114 A H. 
6 Janfar-al Sadia 83—148 A.H. 
7 Musa-al-Kazm 128—183 A H 
8 Alval-Raza 158—203 A H. 
9 Mohammnd-al-Tagi 195—220 A H. 
10. Alhi-al-Naqi 214—254 A H 
11 Sissel hike 2382—260 A.H 
12. M inetd B 256 A 


The Shiahs believe that their twelvth Imam (peace be 
on him) 1s alive, that he disappeared in 328 A H and will 
reappear when the word approaches its end, and fill the earth 
with justice and equity.........°‘ The Shiahs believe that hke a 
Prophet an Imam 1s also specially gifted by divine grace and 
is hke the Prophet innocent and free from errors and sins 
secoseeee Kt ¥Om Ali down to Al Mehdi, the twelve holy persons 
are all called Imams and are all considered to be sinless The 
Shiahs too ike the Sunnis, believe in the Holy Quoran and 
in Mohammad as the Prophet, but they beheve in the twelve 
Imams as the only true representatives of God and the 
Prophet. These twelve Imams with the Prophet and his 
daughter are collectively styled Ahlulbait ‘the people of the 
House.’”” Commentaries on the Qouran as written or given 
out by these Imams, and Hadith as collected or described by 
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them are alone atknowledged and no religious information 
coming from any other sources are accepted..........he spiri- 
tual teachings of the Shiahism, chiefly consist in freeing the 
student from all impurities of thought and action, promoting 
holiziess by communion with God through prayers, charity 
and acts of vi-tue, ard last, though not the least, in promot- 
ing gpiritual love with the Ahlulbait, “ pesple of the House ” 
the latter are the only models to copy and follow. The 
example of Husayn (Husain) the martyr, who for the sake of 
truth suffered the most eruel persecution and death along 
with his children (Zain-ul-Abdin alone surviving) and cousins 
and friends in Karbala, stands prominent 1n the hearts of the 
Shiahs. Meetings are held and recitations are made describ- 
ing how Husayn (Husain) and his alliesin Karbala suffered 
in the name of truth. The result is that the Shiah, being all 
love and purity, 1s harmonised without any other effort and 
realises the Oneness (the Unity of God) rather imper- 
eeptihly ’—Islam, by Mohammad Sarfaraz Husam Qan, 
Calcutta 
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1 He.praiseth and glorifeth the Lord before 
" beginning to pray. 


= ¥ 


In the name ,of God the compassionate the merciful 


All praise is due to God the first before whom‘there whs 
no first and the last after whom there shall he no last 


The eves.of those who see fall short of seein Mim ;:and the 
imaginations of those who praise ls are imconmpetent to 
desentbe Hin 


He created every creature through ITis power and designed 
them according to His will; then made them walk the path 
of His intention and urged them to move in the path of His 
love 


They have no power to delay that towards which He 
hath caused them to hasten, nor ae they able to advance 
towards that which He hath withheld trom them 


And He hath ordamed for every soul of them adefinite 
amount of subsistence out of the nourishment (which He hath 
provided): ‘There can be no decreease of him whom He hath 
increased, and no increase of him whom He hath decreased 


Then, He ordained for him, in respect to life, a definite 
duration, and fixed for him a defined limit, towards which he 
paces through the days of his Itfe, and overtakes it in the 
vears.of his existence . 

And when he has arrrved at its furthest extremity and 
has fulfilled the alloted period of his life, He(the Lord) taketh 
him away to the object of His invitation; which is either 
abundant reward or threatened punishment. 1n order to 
reqnite them that did wrang, according to what they did; and 
recompense these who-acted righteously, by way of equity 


on His part 
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Holy are His names and continual are His biessing! “He is 
not questioned about what He doeth, while others are 
questioned! ' ‘ ° 


And all praise-is due to god, who, had He withheld from 
His creatures the knowledge of gratitude due to Him for 
what He conferred upon them of His successive blessings, 
and completed for them of His continual favours, they would 
vettainly have enjoyed His blessings without ever praising 
Him, and would have prospered in His gifts without ever 
thanking Him. 


And were they to be such, they would certainly have gone 
below the limits of humanity to brutishness, and should, 
therefore, have been as He hath described in His Mighty 
Book, “They are like the brutes: yea, they go more astray?.” 


And praise be to God for what He has taught us of 
Himself, and inspired us with gratitude to Him, and opened 
for us the doors of the knowledge of His Godhead, and direc- 
ted us to be sincere in believing in his Unity, and restrained 
us from rebelling against and entertaining doubts for His 
Commands: 


(We offer) praise whereby we may live among those of His 
creatures who praise Him, and whereby we may surpass him 
who seeks to win His approbation and pardon— 


A priase whereby He may enlighten for us the darkness of 
the interval between death and Doomsday, and make resur- 
rection easy for us ; 


And whereby He may exalt our positions at the appearance 
of witnesses, on thc day on which every soul shall be rewarded 
according to what it hath earned, and they shall not be dealt 
with unjustly’—the day wherein no friend shall ward off 
anything from a friend, nor shal] they be helped‘. 
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The Qaran, chap 31, verse 23. 
The Quran, chap 25, verse 40. 
The Quran, chap 45, verse 20. 
The Quran, chap 44, verse 4I. 
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,_ (We offer) praise that rises fiom+ us towards the Aala 
El-lee-yeen (High Heaven, mentioned) inthe writtten Book, 
witnessed by those nigh to God.® 


* 


‘A praise wherehy our eyes may grow cool whenthe sight 
of otheis is dazzled , and whereby our faces may become bright 
When the countenances of others are darkened: 


++ A praise whereby we may be freed from the painful fire 
of God and led towaids His glorious neighbourhood 


A praise whereby we may move to pily the angels nigh 
to Him and whereby we may be jomed to His Apostles, in 
the abode of permanence that shall not vanish, and His place 
ot honour which shall not change 


And praise be to God who chose for us beauties of phy- 
sique, and poured torth fo. us purity of sustenance, and gave 
us excellence on account of dominion over all creation; so 
all his creatures aie obedient tous thiough His Power, and 
moving towards our service through His Glory 


And praise be to God who aitanged in us organs of 
expansion, and provided for us organs of contraction, and 
endowed us with various tendencies of life, and gave to us 
active limbs, and fed us on wholesome sustenance, and made 
us independent by His Grace, and gave us wealth through His 
Kindness : 


Then He gave commands unto us in order that He may 
try our obedience and prohibited us m order that He meht 


test our gratitude 


And we deviated from the path of His command; and 
rebelled against His prohibitions, but He did neither hurry 
us to punishment, no: hastend us to retribution 


Nay—He delayed us with merciful regaid, and waited our 
return (to obedicnce) with gracious forbealance. 


And praise be to God who duected us to repentance, 


+ ‘Lhisis the translation if the teat reads mana, but if it read Bena the rendering will 
be:—we offer praise that would exalt us to the Aala-Fl-lee-yeen, ete 


5. The Quran, chap, 83, verse 20, 21 
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( 7 ) 
which we could never have obtained except through His 
Grace ; so that if we were not to reckon His benevolence except 
this one, verily, His favours to us would have been praise 
worthy, and His goodness {o us would have been magnificient 
for, such was not His practise, in the case of repentance, with 
those who were before us. 


Verily He lifted off from us what we had no,yowcr to 
bear; He did not place duties upon us beyond cur power; and 
gave us easy employment, and did not leave any of us either 
ground or’ excuse (for neglecting them) 


So the wicked among us wzs destrcyed against His wish, 
and the righteous among us inclined towards Him 


And praise be to God with all that ( the attributes ) with 
which He is praised by the angels who aie very near to Him, 
the most honourable of His creatures in Hissieht, and of those 
who adore Him the most appicved by Hnu—a prise that 
excels all praise like the excellence of our Loid over all His 
creatures ; 


Then piaise be to Him for every cne of His favours on 
us and on all His servants past and present, which are equal in 
number to that which His knowledge compasseth of all things. 


And for every favour let the number of praise be doubled 
and multiplied several times perpetually, unceasingly, till the 
day of resurrection,—A piaise having no end to its existence, 
no reckoning for 1ts numbers, no limit to its extremity and no 
period to its duration,— 


A praise which may be a means of connection between 
our service to Him and His yardon, a cause of His approba- 
tion, an intercession for His toigivencss, a path to H1s paradise, 
a protection from his chastisement, a security from His wiath, 
an aid in [lis service, arestraint from His disobedience and an 
assistance in repaying our dues and obligations to Him,— 


A praise whereby we may be happy among His righteous 
friends, and may become of the numbe: of martyrs to the 
sword of His enemies. 


Verily He is the most praise-worthy Lord! 
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«} 
2 After Divine praise, he nvoketh blessings 
ar on fhe Apostle of God, Sac Sk 


— And. praise he to, God, who favoured — us with 
“4 Pechiork med. thay. theinrd bless. bith apd shis'A), (tamily)— 

in preference to the past nations and hygone tribes, with His 

j power whioh failg, in” nothing though “great, and nothing 


escapes Him howsoever small it he 


~ «(So He ‘created us last of alt His créatates’ and made us 
witnesses. against those who denied Him; and out of His 
grace multiplied us over those’ that were few. 


Therefore, bless O Lord Mohammed and his Al, the 
trustee of Thy message, the elect of They creatures, the chosen 
one of Thy servants the harbinger of mercy, the precursor ot 
‘goodness, the key of blessing,—as ‘he exerted himself tor 
Thy purpose ; and exposed for Thy sake, his body to pain , and 
made enemies of his kindred in calling (them) towards Thee , 
and fought for Thy approbation against his tribe ; and ont 
himself off from the ‘ties of blood for the purpose of reviving 
Thy religion ; and drove away those that were near, on account 
of their denial of Thee; and brought near the remote because 
of their submission to Thee: for Thy sake he made friends 
with the distant, and grew hostile to those that were meh. 


He let himself suffer in proclaiming Thy message, and 
exerted himself in inviting others to Thy religion, and 
employed himself in advising those worthy of Thy call. 


He migrated toastrange country; ‘a land distant from 
the place of hs abode, the ground trodden by his feet, the 
place of his birth and the place loved by his soul ; mtending, 
thereby, the exaltation of Thy religion, and Seeking assis- 
tance against those denying Thee till what he designed 
concerning Thy enemies was accomplished for him, and what 
he planned for his friends was also achieved. 

Then, he1ose against them, seeking victory with Thy 
assistance; and strengthened, in his weakness, by Thy help; 
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cause;to the - highest sank m Thy paradise; till his position 
may 1ot-be‘ejhalled and-his-stonding méynot be, matohad and 
no angel nigh to Thee, and no apostle sent by Thee, may 
equal him m Thy sight! 





And distinguish him fo: the sacred members of his 7 
and his true-believing followers, with (otfice of) effective 
intercession greater than what Thou hast promised, 0 
Pertormer to promises! O Kebeper-of (Thy) word!'O0 Changer 
of evil; with multiples of it, nto good! 


Verily ‘Thou art magnificently kind, and Thon art the 
the Bountaful 
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3. Aninvocation of blessings on the Bearers 
ofthe Throne, and on-every angel honoured with 
Divine nearness. 


O Lord! And the Bearers of They Aarsh (Throne) 
who never grow lazy in extolling Thy name, and are never 
tired of remembering Thy Holiness, and never grow weary 
of adoring Thee, and do not prefer default to earnest effort 
in (obedience to) Thy command, and never fail to have 
intense love for Thee. 


And Israfil, the Trumpeter, the vigilant, who is waiting 
for Thy permission and order, to warn with the blast, the 
dead who are lying in the tombs: * 


And Michael, the Honourable in Thy sight, and the 
Holder of lofty rank in Thy service: 


And Gabriel, the Trustee of Thy message, who is 
obeyed among the residents of Thy heavens, is respectable 
in Thy sight and is Nigh to Thee. 


And the Ruh (spirit) (set in command) over Angels 
of the curtains: 


And the Ruh (sprit) (proceeding) from Thy command: 


Therefore, let Thy blessings descend on them, and 
besides them on angels who are the inhabitants of Thy 
heavens and trusted with Thy errands; 


Those whom no blame affects on account of lassitude, 
no fatigue on account of toil and no indolence; neither do 
the appetites engage them away from hallowing Thy name, 
nor does forgetfulness of negligence prevent them from 
glorifying Thee. 


Their eyes are bent downwards, so they do not direct 
their sight towards Thee; their chins are lowered: : 


Those whose liking for what is with Thee hath existed 
Se ee i ee 


* Lit. pawned to the tombs. 
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for a long time; who are ambitious to remember Thy favours: 
who humble themselves in the presence of Thy Greatness 
and Glory of Thy Majesty: 


Those, who, when they see Hell, flaniing for the dis- 
obedient, say, “Holiness to Thee! we did not worship Thee 
as Thou didst deserve to be adored.’’ 


Therefore, bless them; and the Ruhani-eent from among, 
Thy angels; and the deservers of nearness in Thy sight; 
and the carriers of tidings of the unseen to Thy apostles, 
and entrusted with Thy messdge: 


And (bless) the hosts of angels, whom Thou hast 
appointed for Thyself, and made independent of food 
and drink by (making them remember) Thy holiness; and 
hast established them within the apartments of Thy heavens: 


And (bless) those wailing at its cofines, when Thy 
command descends for the fulfilment of Thy promise: 


And (bless) the keepers of the stores of rain; and the 
drivers of clouds: 

And him, at whose angry rebuke are heard peals of thund- 
er, when the storm-clouds move with’ their deadly lightning 
flashes: 

And (bless) the companions of snow and hail; and 
those who descend with the drops of rain when it cometh 
down: 


And (bless) those in control of the supplies of winds; 
and those posted on mountains, that never quit their places: 


And (bless) those whom Thou hast told of the quantities 
of water, and the measure of what is brought down, by 
heavy rains: 

And (bless) the angels, whoare Thy messengers (to the 
inhabitants of the earth) of evil calamities, that are to come 
down; and of agreeable prosperity: 


- + Name of an order of angels. . 
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And (bless) the venerable, virtuous messengers: And 
the honourable, Guardian seribes: 1 

And the Angel of death and his assistants: 

And the Munkir and Nakir: And Rooman? the exa- 
miner of the dead in tombs: | 

And those who walk round the Baitul-maamur (the 
Heavenly Temple): 

And bless Malik 2 and the Guards of Hell: 

And Rizwan ‘ and the keepers of Paradise: 

And those who do not disobey God in what He comman- 
ded them, and do what they are ordered to do: 

And those who 5 say, “Peace be on you for your patience: 
Behold how good an abode is the world hereafter! 6 

And bless the Incendiaries, who when told to “catch 
him and chain him, then fling him into Hell,’ 7 quickly 
advance towards the sinner and do not grant him respite: 

And bless him, whom we omitted to mention, and 
whose position we did not learn from Thee, nor for what pur- 
pose Thou didst appoint him 

.And bless the denizens ‘of the air, the earth and the 
water; and those of their number, who are set over Thy 
creatures, 

Therefore, bless them at the day on which every soul 
shall come with a Qaim and a Shahid; ® and favour them 
with a blessing which may add honour to their honour 
and purity to their purity. ‘° 

O Lord, and when Thou hast blessed Phy angels and 
Thy Apostles and conveyed to them our blessings on them, 
be pleased to grace them for Thy enabling us to speak well 
of them. — 

Verily Thou art Generous and Bountiful! 


1 The angels that record the deeds of men 
&. The angels that question and oxamme the dead concerning their religious 
beliefs 

3. Malik 1s the chief of the guards of hell, 

4 Riswan bing the chief of the keepers of paradise. 
5 The angels who welcome the blessed, 1n paradise, 

6 A quotation from the Quran 

%. The quotation is from the Quran 

8 Two angels that shall appear as witnesses with every soul, on Doomsday. 
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4, He invoketh blessings on the followers of 
the Prophets and their supporters. 


O Lord! and bless the followers of prophets and their 
supporters (from among the inhabitants of the earth) in 
things unseev, 1 at the time of controversy with their ene- 
mies who belied them, while they are eager (to see) the 
apostles with true faith in every age and time wherein 
Thou didst send a messenger and didst establish for men 
of that time, 1» guide—from Adam down to Mohammad, 
may Thy blessings descend on him and his Al (family), the 
righteous Imams and leaders of the pious, peace be on 
them all—be pleased to remember them with. forgiveness 
and approbation. 


O Lord! and bless the companions of Mohammad Thy 
peace and blessings on him and his Al (family), in parti- 
cular those who were good companions of his, and those 
who fought bravely in his cause and helped him, and 
supported his mission, and promptly advanced at his call 
and answered it, as soon as, he made them listen to the 
arguments in support of his message, and parted from their 
Wives and offspring in publishing his word, and fought with 
(their) fathers and sons in confirming his apostolical office, 
and thereby revenged him. 


And those who had a love for him, and hada in his 


friendship, hopes 2 of a bargain that would never come 
to ruin. 


And bless those who were deserted by their people, 
when they followed him, and were abandoned by their 
kindred when they took abode under the shelter of his kinship. 


Therefore, do not overlook O Lord, what they gave up 
for Thee and in Thy cause, and satisfy them with Thy 
approbation for their bringing together Thy creatures in ‘Thy 
faith, and for being workers for Thee, with Thy apostle; 
and reward them, for their renouncing for Thy sake the 


1, 1, @. belief m an unseen Gcd, and in future reward and punishment, 
2. »¢€ hopeof reward in the hfe to come 
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home.of their tribe, and for going out of prosperity into 
poverty, and for the oppression most them suffered for the 
‘Sake of honouring Thy religion. 


O Lord, and confer on those who follow them righte- 
ously—those who say, “O Lord forgive us, and our brethren 
such as preceded us in the Faith,”-—!Thy best reward; 


(And confer Thy best reward on) those who resolved 
to follow their direction, and adopted their manner, and 
walked in their track, who neither turned back because they 
doubted their prudence, nor did uncertainty perturb them 
in picking up their track and following the guidance of 
their beacon, while aiding and strengthening them, observing 
the teachings of their faith, guided by their guidance, 
agreeing concerning them and not misrepresenting them 
in what they brought to them 


O Lord, and bless the followers of the companions, from 
this our day till the day of judgement, and thei wives and 
progeny and such of them as obeyed Thee, with a blessing 
whereby to guard them from disobeying Thee; and enlarge 
for them the gardens of ‘hy paradise, and protect them 
thereby f.om the cunning of Satan, and assist them in 
those mnghteous things, wherein they beg of Thee assistance; 
and guard them from the events of the day and night, 
except an event that would bring good; and induce them, 
thereby, to hope largely fiom Thee and to covet what is 
with Thee, and to give up lying 2 about that which hes in 
the hands of Thy creatures, in order that Thou mayest 
recall] them to long for Thee and fear Thee, 


And restrain them from desiring worldly prosperity, 
and make them love to act for the Future, and to prepare 
for what is after death; 


And facilitate for them every pain, that may come 

upon them, at the day when the soul leaves the body; 
1. A quotation from the Qurau. 

2. The text reads dys which has thus been translated In my opimion g44,J)_3 


would be a better reading, and in that case the translation would run thus,— 
and to giveupa aspiring for that ete 
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and secure them from that wherein may occur a trial of tis 
terrors, and from torment of the Fire and eternal continu- 
ance therein; 


And remove them tothe Peace of the resting-place of 
the Pious. ; 
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5. His prayer for himself and his adherents. 


O Thou! the wonders of whose glory are never exhausted, 
bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and restrain us 
from forsaking Thy Greatness; 


And O Thou! the duration of whose kingdom shall 
never expire, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
liberate our necks from Thy chastisement; 


And O Thou! the stores of whose mercy are never 
exhausted, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and:appoint 
for us a share of Thy mercy; 


And O Thou! to see whom sights fail, bless Mohammad 
and his Al (family) and make us nearer to Thy neighbour- 
hood; 


And O Thou! beside whose dignity the dignity of 
others dwindles, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
digmfy us im Thy sight, 


And O Thou! to whom are discovered secret tidings, 
bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and do not disgrace 
us in Thy sight; 


O Lord! make us independent of gifts of the givers, 
with Thy bounty; and protect us from loneliness—caused 
by those who sever themselves (from us)—with Thy connec- 
tion; till, because of Thy bounty we may not incline towards 
any one besides Thee, and because of Thy favour may not 
fear any body. 


Q Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
plot for us and do not plot against us; devise stratagems 
for us and do not devise them against us; and give us the 
upperhand and do not give the upperhand to any over us. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
guard us from Thy wrath, and protect us with Thy grace, 
and direct us towards Thyself, and do not keep us away 
from Thee; verily, whomsoever Thou protectest is saved, 
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and whomsoever Thou directest is instructed, and whom- 
soever Thou placest nearer to Thyself, is blessed. 


O Lord, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
ward off from us keenness of the evils of Time, and mischief 
of the snares of Satan and bitterness of kingly fury. } 


O Lord, verily, men are kind to others, because of 
Thy exceeding kindness to them; therefore, bless Mohammad 
and his Al (family) and fulfil our desires. 2 


And verily, the hberal do not give, save from the excess 
of what ‘hou hast bestowed upon them; therefore, bless 
Mohammad and his Al (family), and bless us: 


And verily, the guides do not guide, except with the 
light of Thy countenance; therefore, bless Mohammad and 
his Al (family) and guide us. 

O Lord whom Thou assisted, was never injured by 
desertion of the deserters; and whom Thou blessed, suffered 
no lossfrem the refusal of those who refuse; and whom 
Thou directed, was not led astray by the misleading of those 
who mislead, therefore, bless Mohammad, and _his 
Al (family), and with Thy glory keep us from (seeking 
assistance of) Thy creatures; and with Thy bounty make 
us independent of others than Thee, and with Thy guidance 
make us walk the path of Truth. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let 
the peace of our minds consist in ‘the remembrance of Thy 
glory, and the repose of our bodies in gratitude for Thy 
favour, and the speech of our tongues in praise of Thy 
beneficence. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let 
us be of Thy missionazies, inviting others to Thee; and of 
the guides, guiding (men):towards Thee; and of the most 
chosen in Thy sight, O Most Merciful ! 





1 The fary of kings Such petitions occur in several othe prayers and refer to the 
oppression the author and his kindred suffered and feared from the rulers under whom they 
lived, 

2 According to a different reading the meaning would be — 

O Lord, verily tliose who seek protection can only be eaved through Thy excellent 
power, therefore bl as Mohammad and his ‘Al ind save us 
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, 6. His prayer, morning and evening. 


w 


All praise be to God who created night and day with 
his power; and separated them with His might; and fixed for 
each of them a well defined length of duration. 


"He causes the one to enter into the other, and gives to 
each a measurement suitable for the nourishment and growth 
of His creatures. 


‘He has, therefore, created for them, the night that they 
may rest in it from the work that is wearisome, and from 
movements that produce paih. 


He lias made it a,covering for their comfort iand sleep, 
so that they may be refreshed and strengthened, and thereby 
obtain pleasure and a renewal of appetite. 


And He created for them the day which is full of light, 
that they may therein seek His grace and find means of 
sustenance provided by Him: and walk about in His earth, 
searching for that which will yield comfort in this life, and 
blessings in the life to come. 


By this means he improves the condition of mankind, 
and tests their inner thoughts; and watches their behaviour at 
times of worship, and in places of devotion, and on occasions 
of performance of his commandments, in order that He may 
punish those who do wrong, and handsomely reward those who 
do right. 


O Lord, therefore, all praise is due to Thee, because 
“Thou hast created for us the daybreak; and provided us with 
the light of day; and directed us to places for obtatning sus- 
tenance; and protected us from the approach of calamities. 


We beheld ‘the morning“and all things saw it. The 
heavens and earth are Thine, and whatever thou ‘hast seat- 
tered in them, resting things and moving things, whatever 
soars in the air and whatever jis hidden under the ground, 
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Through Thy power we were enabled to see the morning. 
Thy kingdom and Thy authority were everywhere about us; 
and we were dependant upon Thy providence. 


We act in accordance with Thy orders, and are changed 
according to Thy plans. 


There is nothing for us to do but to carry out Thy 
commands; and there is no good thing but Thou hast 
graciously bestowed it upon us. 


This is a day new and fresh, and it isa present witness 
of what we do. If we have done good it will praise us on 
ts departure; and if we have done evil it will leave us with 
contempt. 


O Lord show mercy unto Mohammad and his Al (family); 
and grant us the benefit of association with his descendants; 
and keep us from the evil of separation from them, by reason 
of our committing sins whether great or small; and through 
them increase virtue for us, and cleanse us from vice through 
them; and fill up for us the space between the two extremities 
of time with praise, and thankfulness, and reward, and stores 
of good things, and kindness and beneficence. 


O Lord, make it easy for the recording angels to keep 
the record of our actions, and fill up our record books with 
good deeds, and let us not be disgraced before them with our 
evil works. 


O Lord let us have every moment of the day a share of 
Thy worship and a share of thanksgiving to Thee and a 
true witness out of Thy angels. 


O Lord, be merciful to Mohammad and his Al (family), 
and guard us from before, and from behind, and on the right 
hand, and on the left, and keep us from harm on all sides; 
restraining us, thereby, from disobeying Thee; directing us, 
thereby, to serve Thee and work for Thy love. 
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“O Lord, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and give 
us grace ‘this day and this night, and all our days, to practise 
righteousness; to keep far from evil; to be thankful for Thy 
gifts; to follow the Prophet; to reject innovations in religian; 
to do good; to keep from doing forbidden things; to defend 
Islam; té disapprove wrong, and oe it; to uphold the 
right, and respect it, to guide the erring, aid the weak, and 
redress the oppressed. 


O Lord have mercy upon Mohammad and his A] (family), 
and let this day be the most blessed day we ever saw, and the 
most excellent companion we met with, and the best time of 
our existence; make us the happiest of all Thy creatures who 
have spent days and mghts on the earth, and the most thank- 
ful for the blessings Thou hast given; make us the strictest 
observers of Thy laws, and the most careful in abstaining 
from those things which Thou hast prohibited. 


O Lord, I call upon Thee to witness, and Thou art 
sufficient as a witness, and I call Thy Heavens and Thy 
Earth to witnes:, and Thy Angels whom Thou hast established 
in them, and the rest of Thy creatures, that in this my day, 
and this my hour, and this my night, and this place of mine, 
without doubt I declare that Thou art the God, besides whom 
there is no other object of worship; (that Thou art) observer 
of equity, just in decree, compassionate to Thy servants, 
possessor of power, and merciful to Thy creatures; 


And I declare that Mohammad is Thy servant and Thy 
Apostle, and the chosen one of all mankind. 


Thou didst order him to deliver Thy messages (unto men), 
and he did so: Thou didst command him to impart instruc- 
tion to his followers, and he obeyed. 


O Lord, therefore bless Mohammad and his Al (family) 
more than any of Thy creatures; and on our behalf bestow 
upon him more than Thou hast bestowed upon any of Thy 
servants; and reward him for our sake with better and more 


CEN CHO aS CSET AIC 
“yoru wets « Wao we PIR Ss 91.62 32(9F 2 

OB LIF S251 1 AL Ay 
b eFC WISI Sit 


33 


exalted gifts than Thou hast ever given to any other of Thy 
prophets on behalf of his followers: 


Verily Thou art the giver of magnificient gifts, and the 
orgiver of great sins; and Thou art the kindest of the kind. 
Therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), the pure, 
the holy, the virtuous and the honourable. 
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. 7. His prayer, when he bad something of impor- 
tance before him, or some accident befell him - 
.. endat times of distress. 


so” 


” 0 Thou, by whom the knots of difficulties are untied: 


? 


‘O Thou, by whom the severity of hardships is extin- 
guished ; 


O’ Thou, from whom we seek deliverance from trials, and 
comfort in time of distress,—(Thou art the one) through 
whose power all things become easy, through whose favour 
all causes become effective, by whose authority decrees have 
heen issued, and according to whose will things have moved, 


They obeyed Thy will, even though Thou didst not speak 
to them, and they ara restrained by Thy intention, even 
though Thou dost not give expression to it. 


Thou art the one unto whom we cry in times of trouble, 
and Thou art the only refuge in distress; 


None of them are removed except what Thou hast 
removed, and none have heen taken away unless Thou hast 
taken them away. 


And verily, O Lord that misfortune has befallen me the 
burden of which is unbearable; there has overtaken me that 
which is unendurable. 


By Thy might Thou hast brought it on me, and by Thy 
authority Thou hast directed 1t towards me, so there is no 
one to ward off that which Thou hast brought on, and no one 
to turn aside That which Thou hast directed: 


These is no opener of what Thou hast closed, and no one 
to shut what Thou hast opened. 


There is no one to make easy what Thou hast made diffi- 
cult, and no one to assist him whom Thou hast forsaken. 


Therefore, send blessings upon Mohammad and his A] 
(family), and graciously open forme O Lord, the gate of 
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deliverance; remove from me overpowering anxiety by Thy 
might; look with favour upon the complaints I havé offered 
and*niake me taste the sivootness of Thy dealings with me, 
oe those things which I have asked of Thee, 


* Bestow Thy mercy upon me, and pleasant relief from 
_SOLTOW., >% 


i ee 


ud 


Grant me, by Thy grace speedy deliverance from distress. 


Do not let anxiety keep me from the performance of 
my duties-to Thee, and the observance of Thy laws. 


Verily I am distressed because of what has befallen me, 
and am full of sadness on account of having to bear what has 
overtaken me. 


Thou hast power to remove that in which I am involved, 
and to avert that into which I have fallen. 


Therefore, grant me this (favour) even though I do not 
deserve it from Thee, O Possessor of the Magnificent throne! 


yA 


Presia Sones 
Pe aE IID UBC BAC EY STG Shi 
“eDt 6A Sct ASS nbd 
SS SUS DBS sys Ne EDS soph 
ONS ADVE) Saleh BSS a 
ates SCE Alb S SUF 
SRI SS LT SICA TSS STO SAN 
AWG HeaseN ices 45 Gil pina lc) Kael s5 
SRG AI FAI AL aS 
DACP EFA ROI, SASS 
FADES) 925 Sips te Sys ws QuiGecs 
Bencega GUM CACM les s3e55 
PALF Bsc AOE Bos 
APS Ss TEAS OK MSHI 
ea Pie Sieiah Maya soe S595 
AIA ESI N35 
oe 





(: 


(-\ 1 






ad 


PAG UREA ORES 


39 


8 He:implores protection from evils, immora- 
lity and blameworthy actions. 


O Lotd, I'implore Thy protection’ from the excitation of 
greed, the impetuosity of anger, the domination of envy, the 
lack of patience, the scarcity of contentment, the depra- 
vity of morals, the 1mportunity of passion, the excess of zeal, 
the submission to desires, the opposition to mght, the drowsi- 
ness of negligence, the entrance into troubles, the preferring 
of wrong to right, persistence in sins, the underestimation of 
guilt, the overestimation of service, the pride of the: wealthy, 
the despising of the poor, the abuse of power over those under 
our hands, the omitting to thank those who are kind to us, as- 
sisting the oppressor, forsaking the oppressed, aiming at that to 
which we are not entitled, and speaking in matters of learning 
without knowledge 


And we implore Thy protection from keeping in mind 
the weaknesses of others, from being proud of our good deeds, 
and from indulging far-reaching hopes 


OG Lord, we flee to Thee for protection from inward evil, } 
from underestimation of minor sins, from the domination of 
Satan over us, from being involved m calamity by the course 
of events, and from being oppressed by the sultan. 2 

And we flee to Thee for protection from acquiring ex- 
tiavagant habits, and from want of livelihood. 


And we ask Thy protection from the ridicule of enemies, 
from the begging of equals, from living in hardships and 
dying without preparation. 

And we seek Thy protection from the exceeding regret, 
from the great calamity, from the terrible misfortune, from 


unsafe refuge, from beme unrewarded, and from the visita- 
tion of chastisement, 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and protect 
me and all the true believers, both male and female, from all 
these, by Thy mercy, O Most Merciful ! 


1. i, @. from sinful thoughts. 
2. Vide note on a similar passage in prayer No. 5. 
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9. A prayer showing his fervour when asking 
pardon of God. May He be glorified ! 


O Lord, bless Mehammad and his Ai (family), and lead 
us to repentance which.is loved by ‘fkee; and remove us from 
persistence in sin, which 1s hateful to Thee. 


. Q Lord, when we are confronted by two (impending) 
evils, one relating to faith, the other to worldly affairs; then, 
let that evil befall us which will the more quickly pass away, 
and ‘protect us from that which 1» of long duration : 


when we resolve two things, one ef which would 

please Thee, and the other would call down Thy wrath upon 

us; then, let us be inclined towards that which would please 

Thee; and lessen our strength, so that we may not do that, 
_ which would make Thee angry at us. 


cried a 


And, O Lord, do not allow ow souls to choose ag they 
like, for, verily, they will choose what is evil, unless Thou 
dost assist them. They are very prone to evil, unless Thou 
dost pity * 


O Lord, verily, Thou hast created us full of weakness, 
and founded “is on infirmity, and o1igiuated us out of unstable 
water, so we have no power except from Thee, and no strength 
but by Thy aid 


Therefore, help us with Thy giace, and stiengthen us 
with Thy strength, and make the eyes of our minds blind to 
what is contrary to Thy love; and do not allow any of our 
limbs activity n disobeying Thee. 


O Lord, bless Mohammad and his .\] (family), and Iet 
the whisperings of our hearts, the motions of our organs, the 
glances of our eyes, the utterances of our tongues be directed 
to the end of winning Thy reward; till we omit no good act, 
whereby we may be entitled to Thy reward; and there remain 
in us no evil, whereby we should deserve Thy chastisement. 


*Cf Joseph-Sura XII p. 235 Rodweils Tr. “Yet I hold not myself « clear, for 
heart is prone to evil, save theirs on whom my Lord hath meroy,,, 
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10. He implores Divine’ Protection: 


O Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst forgive our sins, and 
manifest Thy grace; and 1f Thou wilt Thou canst punish us, 
and thus display Thy justice. 


Therefore, be graciously pleased to make Thy pardon 
easy forus, and by Thy forgiveness deliver us from Thy 
punishment: for, verily, we have no strength to stand (against) 
Thy justice; and there 1s no deliverance for any of us, save 
through Thy pardon. 


O Most Independent One! Behold, we, Thy servants, 
are standing before Thee, and verily we are 1n great need. 


Thorefore, fulfil our desires from the vastness of Thy 
wealth, and do not cut off ov. hope by refusal For, thereby 
Thou wilt have rendered him unlucky who begged happiness 


of Thee; and Thou wilt have disappointed hum who besought 
Thee for favours 


So, at such a time to whom shall we turn when leaving 
Thee, and whither shall we take our journey from Thy gate. 


O Holy One, we aie weak and helpless; and Thou hast 
promised to grant deliverance in answer to the prayers of 
the distressed. 


We are afflicted, and Thou hast promised relief to 
those in affliction 


The showing of mercy to one who seeks 1t most resem- 
bles Thy will; and it 1s the noblest of all the acts of Thy 
greatness; such also 1s the redress of one who prays to Thee 
for redress. 

Therefore, graciously hear our application unto Thee, and 
redress our wrongs when we have cast ourselves before Thee. 


O Lord, verily, Satan ridiculed us when we followed him 
in disobeying Thee. 


Therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
do not let him ridicule us, after our renouncing him for Thee, 
and after turning away from him unto Thee. 
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11 His prayer for a happy termination of life 


Q Thou, the remembrance of whom isan honour to 
those who do remember; . 


O 'Thou, thankfulness to whom brings exaltation to 
those who render thanks; 


O Thou, obedience to whom 1s salvation to those who 
obey, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let our hearts 
turn away from the thought of every other thing remem- 
bering Thee; and let our tongues cease from uttering all other 
gratitude in thanking Thee; and let our lmbs be engaged m 
serving Thee, leaving all other work. 


And if Thou hast decreed for us rest from all toil; then, 
let our rest he peaceful, in whieh no evil consequences shall 
befall us, and no griet overtake us; till those who record ! our 
evil deeds return to Thee, from us, bearing.a scroll free from 
the record of sins; and until, those who record our goed deeds. 
leave us delighted with what they have written down concern- 
ing them (good deeds). 


And when the days of our existence are finished, and the 
duration of our lives comes to an end, and Thy summens— 
which 1s inevitable and the obedience to w hich 1s unavoidable— 
i$ served upon us, then bless Mohammad and his Al (family), 
and let the conclusion of what the writers of our deeds haxe 
reckoned against us, be an accepted repentance, after which 
we may not be detarned by Thee, on account of any sm which 
we have committed, or any guilt which we have earned. 


And do not remove the covering ? which hou hast put 
over us, in the presence of speetators, on the day on which 
the record of [Thy creatures shall be examined. 


Verily, Thou art merciful to him whe prayeth unto 
Thee, and answerest him who inveketh Thee. 


1. The Recording Angles mentioned before. 
2 i.e let our failings. remain unknown. 
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12. Confession and Repentance. 


O Lord, three habits hinder me from praying unto Thee 
and one habit urges me to it. 


Delay in doing that which Thou didst order me to per- 
form, keeps me from prayer on account of shame; and the 
thing Thou didst forbid me to do, and to which I hastened 
hkewise hinders me; and the favour Thou didst confer on me, 
and for which I failed to return thanks 


That which urges me to pray unto Thee, is Thy kinduess 
to the one who turneth his face towards Thee, and who 
cometh hopefully to Thee; for, all Thy favour 1s kindness, and 
all Thy blessings an indication of greater things yet to come. 


Therefore, behold me here, O Lord, standing at the gate 
of Thy glory in the attitude of one who trembles in submis- 
sion, and entreating Thee, 1n my shame, in the spirit of the 
poor and needy, confessing unto Thee that I never acknow- 
ledged Thy favour, save by refraining from sinning against 
Thee; * and that I was never, 1m all my circumstances, with- 
out Thy bounty. 


Will, therefore O Lord, my confession to Thee, of the 
evils 1 have committed avail me anything? And will my 
admission to Thee of wrongs 1 have done, deliver me from 
Thy wrath ? 


Or hast Thou, in this my situation irrevocably decreed 
Thy erath for me; or does, in the time of praying, Thy 
displeasure inseparably cling to me? 


O Holy One, I do not despair of Thy mercy, whilst Thou 
hast, surely, opaned for me the gate of repentance, unto 
Thee: 


Nay, I speak the words of a despicable creature, one un- 
just to his own soul, one who underrates the dignity of his 
Lord, one whose sins are great and wax larger,’ and whose 


# ie. performed no positive duty in acknowledgment of Thy favours. 
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days have changed and become unfavourable; until he found 
that ths opportunity for action had expired, and the duration 
of life was finished, and he was convinced that there was no 
escape for him from Thee and no refuge; then he presented 
himself to Thee, with conversion and sincerely repented unto 
Thee. So, he stood upin Thy presence with a pure, clean 
heart and addressed Thee in a low faltering voice. 


Verily, he bowed before Thee, till he became crooked, 
and bent down his head till he was doubled: 


Verily, his fear caused his lega to tremble, and his tears 
flowed down his cheeks: 


. Hecalls upon Thee, saying, O merciful God and O most 
compassionate of those to whom seekers after mercy conti- 
nually come, and O most gracious of those whom seekers after 
pardon approach, and O Thou whose forgiveness 1s more 
frequent than Thy chastisement, and O Thou whose approba- 
tion is more abundant than Thy wrath, and O Thou who 
favoured Thy creatures by overlooking their guilt, and O 
Thou who trained Thy servants to hope for the acceptance 
of conversion,* and O Thou who corrected their corruption 
with repentance, and O Thou who was satisfied with very 
hittle of their good deeds, and O Thou who rewarded their 
Insignificant deeds abundantly, and O Thou who guaranteed 
to them answers to prayer, and O Thou who graciously pro- 
mised them on Thy own pledge, a handsome recompense! I 
am not the greatest of those who disobeyed Thee and obtained 
T'by pardon; and I am not the most blameworthy of those who 
apologised unto Thee and Thou didst accept their apology; 
and J am not the most unjust of those who repented unto 
Thee, and Thou didst show them Thy favour: 


I repent unto Thee, 1n this my situation, the repentance 
of one ashamed of what he neglected to perform, afraid of 
what he has accumulated against him, sincerely sorry for 
what he fell into, knowing that the forgiving of sins is not 


* ie to hope that God will accept their renunciation of evil habits and adoption 
of a virtuous course of life. 
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too great a task for Thee, and the overlooking of mighty 
guilt is not. too difficult fér-Thee, and the enduring of exces- 
sive wrongs is not hard wpon Thea; and that the most fdvourite 
of Thy creatures is one who giveth up pride, and abstaineth 
from persisting (in wrong) and constantly asketh pardon: 


- And I clear myself before Thee from being proud, and 
crave Thy protection against persisting (in sin), and ask Thy 
pardon for what I failed in, and bsg Thy assistance in what I 
amt too weak to do. 


O Lord, bless Mohammad and his Al (family , and for- 
give me what is due unto Thee from me, ! and save me from 
what I deserve from Thea, 2 and shelter me from what the 
wicked are afraid of *. . 


’ For, verily, Thou hast power to forgive; pardon 1s hoped 
for, from Thee; Thou art celebrated for pverlooking faults: 


T have no other one whom I may beg to fulfil my wishes 
but Thee; and no forgiver of my sins, other than Thee—far be 
it from Thee if I think there 1s another, and I do not fear 
that any thing will happen to my soul, except from Thee: 


Verily, Thou deservest to be feared, and art worthy of 
forgiving sins. 


Bless Mohammad and his Al (tamily), and fulfil my 
need, and grant my wish, and forgive my sins, and quell the 


dread of my soul: P 


Verily, Thou hast power over every thing, and this is. 
easy for Thee. 


Amen, Lord of the worlds! 





1. 1. ¢. duties I owe to Thee, 
2. i.@.,puaishment for default, 
“3, ie. punishment 
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18. Hus. petition to the Almighty in time of need. 


Q Lord, Thou who dost ultimately satisfy our needs; 
hou with whom lies the suceess of prayers; who selleth not 
his favours for prices; whose gifts are not accompanied with 
reproaches ; through whom independence can be obtained, 
and of whom none can be independent; towards whom men 
are attracted with irresistible attraction; whose stores cannot 
be exhausted by requests, and whose wisdom cannot be al- 
tered by any means; from whom the needs of the needy are 
never cut off; whom prayers do not fatigue, 


Thou hast prided Thyself on ;being independent of Thy 
creatures; and Thou art worthy of being independent of them. 


‘Thou hast called them needy and they are needy towards 
Thee 


Therefore, whosoever resglved upon the satigfaetion of his 
need through Thee, and desiréd that his need be removed by 
Thee, surely he sought this satisfaction in the right place; and 
approached the object of his desire directly: 


And whosoever directed his petition to any of Thy crea- 
tures, or considered him to be the one to grant its fulfilment, 
in preference 10 Thee; verily, he exposed himself to dis- 
appoimtment, and deserved from Thee privation of blessings, 


And I, O Lord, have a, need award Thee. My efforts 
have fallen short, and my desires. aire ef no avail. My soul 
induced me to seek the satisfaction of my need from one who 
is not independent of Thee, and places lis necessities before 
Thee. This was one of the a of the erring, and one of the 
mistakes of sinners. Then I was aropsed from my ignorance 
by Thy warning; and rose by THY’ grace from my fall, and 
returned; ¢ and with Thy hetp I corrected my blunder and 
said,-Holy is my Lord! 


How can pne needy creature beg from another who is in 
need; and why should a pauper be attracted to anotber 
geese enorme cee TAS en a Ae nen 
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pauper? So I returned unto Thee with sincere longing, and laid 
my hope before Thee, with perfect trust in Thee; and I was 
sure-that the utmost I would beg of Thee, would be trivial in 
comparison with Thy wealth; and the utmost that I would 
desire from Thee, would be insignificant along side of Thy 
prosperity; and that Thy bounty 1s not encompassed by any 
one’s request; and that Thy hand 1s exalted far above every 
‘hand, in liberality 


O Lord, therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (famuly), 
and deal with me kindly according to hy grace; and do not 
in Thy justice, deal with me aecording toany merit. 


For, I am nat the first “applheant who applied to Thee, 
and Thou didst grant my 1equest, whilst I deserved refusal 
and I am not the first petitioner who petitioned Thee, and 
Thou didst favour me whilst entitled to disappointment 


O Lord, bless Mchammad and his Al (family), and grant 
“acceptance to my piayer, hear my call, hearken to my sup- 
pheation, and ksten to my voice; and do not cut off my hope 
from Thee, and do not sever my connection with Thee, and 
do not permit me in this and other needs to turn to any other 
besides Thee; and undertake the fulfilment of my request, 
and the satisfaction of my need, and the answermg ot my 
prayer, before I leave this my spot, by making easy for me 
that which 1s difficult, and by bestowing upon me Thy 
excellent decree in all matters. 

And bless Mohammad and his Al (family) with a bless- 
ing perpetual, erowing, having no end to tts duration, and no 
fimit to its extent, and let it be a helpto me, and a cause tor 
eranting my request. 

Verily Thou art generous and gracioas 

And my request O Lord, is such and such——(mention 
it and prostrate thyself and say in the prostration). * 

Thy grace has comforted me; and Thy goodness has 
guided me,-soI request Thee, for Thy sake and. that of 
Mohammad and his Al (family)—They blessings on them—not 
te turn.me away disappointed, 


(eset hieeoemememeenngpest cemeaneersauavepanenenehsnanentasmeanvingmnene, 
® The words within brackets do not form part of the prayer, but are intended to 
caret the person praying how to prefer his request to the Almiahtv 
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14. His prayer when he was oppressed by tyrants. 


© Thou to ‘whom the tidmgs of complainants are not 
unknown, and O Thou who doth not require the evidence of 
witnesses to their repoits,O Thou whose help is nigh to the 
oppressed, and O Thou whose assistance is far removed from 
the wicked Verily, Thou hnowest O my Lord what hath come 
upon me from so and so the son of so and so, * of that which 
Thou didst prohibt him from doing; and what power he hath 
gained over me by means of that which Thou didst forbid him, 
because ot pride in the possessions which are from Thee; and 
in utter disregard of Thy prohi)ition to him, 


~hercfore, O Lord bless Mohammad and his A] (family) 
and by Thy strength restrain my oppressor and my enemy 
trom overwhelming ine; and with Thy power, turn aside his 
sharpness trom me, and let him he engaged in what imme- 
diately surrounds him, and render him powerless, against 
that to which he 1s hostile 


And O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
do not tolerate the oppiession of my enemy,,and help me to 
be successful over him, and guard me trom deeds simila: to 
his, and do not put me in situation lke his 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and help 
me against my enemy with immediate assistance, wkich may 
put an end to my 1esentment of him, and give a satisfaction 
to my grudge against him. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his .\l (family), and com- 
pensate me for the oppression I have suffered from him, with 
Thy forgiveness; and make up for his wrongs to me, with 
Thy mercy; for, every evil is small in comparision with Thy 
wrath, and every calamity is light when accompanied with 
Thy bounty. 


O Lord, Thou hast made it disagreeable to me to be 
oppressed, therefore, restrain me fiom oppiessing others; do 
FOS ee ee aes eat Fee en eae a nee mene 


* Here the name of enemy and his fathcr should be mentioned, 


aA 
BNE IGFET ie PIONS TM 
OMY Besos att LAr Laas 
F5EG A) dos peO LEWIS A Gite 
B5- BES lB De Fed BLP ree HG asi 
CHS SES CONES ENE LEASES CaF 
Je FI AM Spal les seb0056 
SAGES ST We ZOO BES SEE TUL 
ar lrg eet yeire EE WV Te Lie) 
IVS EBD ee Yea HONS ZZhT 
aS pale EET EM Era 
A235 GalSH GG MEF 
Se Fi fal gle SAE Ne CeBIT Is 
SSOP OeLE5E3 CIE 5535 
GH By's Sat 13 lhe 5 Hebe cele 
SAMS PCBS Hy, 


0 Sats SB So GST Fp ap ars 


59 


not permit me O Lord to céOmplain to any one except Thee, 
nor to ask assistance of any ruler besides Thee: Far be it 
from me ! ° 


é 


Therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
joln my prayer with Thy answer, and bring my complaint 
nigh to alteration. 


O Lord do not test me with despair of Thy Justice, and 
do not tempt him by the delay of Thy chastisement, so that 
he may persist in oppressing me, and refuse to give me my 
rights: and let him know, shortly, ot that punishment with 
which Thou hast threatened tyrants, and let me hnow what 
Thou hast promised for the relief of the afflieted 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and give 
me grace to accept what Thou hast decreed for me and against 
me, and reconeile me to what Thou hast taken from me and 
direct me to that path which 1s most straight, and employ 
me-in that which 1s the safest. 


O Lord, and if ic Thy judgment it would be better tor 
ms it ‘Phou delayest the seizure of the tyrant, and taking 
vengeance upon him who has oppressed me until the day of 
Judgment, when the enemies are gathered together; then 
bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and help me by giving 
me a sincere motive and enduring patience; and guard me 
from evil propensities and restlessness of ambition; and im- 
print upon my mind the likeness of what Thou hast stoicd 
for me by way of reward, and prepared for my enemy by way 
of retribution and terment; and let this be the cause of my 

“contentment with what Thou hast decreed, and of trust in 
~ what Thou hast chosen. 


, Amen Lord of the worlds! Verrly Thou art possessor of 
yreat-excéllence, attd Thou hast power over everything. 
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15. His prayer in illness,- distress and calamity, 


O Lord all praise is due to Thee for bodily health in 
which [ move about; and all praise is due 0 Thee forsuch of 
disease as Thou didst cause in my hody. 


For, t de not know, O Lord which of the twe states is 
more suitable for thanking Thee, and which of the two times 
is preferable for praising Thee 


Either the time of health, wherem Thou didst cause Thy 
pure nourishment to support me, and Whereby Thou didst 
make me happy m earning Thy approbation and favour, and 
whereby Thou didst strengthen me for such of Thy services 
as Thou gavest me grace to perform; 


Or the time of sickness, whereby Thou didst purify me 
and the blessings Thou didst confer on me, in order, to lighten 
(remit) such sins as were lying heavily upon my back, and 
hy way of purifying me from such inequity as I plunged ito 
and by way cf warning me to be prompt in repentance, and 
in order to induce me to try to blot out my transgressions? 
All this through Thy eternal favour ! 


And in the meantime what the scribes have recorded to 
my credit of pure deeds, which no mind has ever thought of, 
no tongue uttered, and no limb toiled for—only by way of 
kindness from Thee to me, and of * Thy gracious favour to 


me. 


O Lord, therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), 
and make agreeable to me what Thou hast approved of for 
me, and lighten for me what Thou hast visited upon me, and 
purify me of the taint of that sin which I committed before- 
hand, and remove from me the evil results of what I have 
performed, and confer on me the sweetness of good health, 
and make me taste the coolness of peace, and let my recovery 





© The belief ie that the Recording Angele put down to the credit of the sickman 
all the good acts he used to perform when healthy and which he js unable to 
perform on account of sickness. T. 
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from my illness be accompanied with Thy forgiveness, and 
let my restoration from my fall lead to Thy pardon, snd let 
my release from pain be followed by comfort, and my rescue 
from this affiiction by Thy deliverance. 


Verily Thou art benevolently kind, bountifully gracious, 
magnificently generous and the possessor of greatness and 


glory ! 
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oy Wie 


8. His humbts otttresty for fernission: of sri. 


os 2 Lord! Thou art the one through whose meroy the 
erring pray for redress; the one in the remembrance of whose 
grace the afflicted take refuge; the one in dread of whom the 
cuilty bitterly weep! O solace of every sad stranger, ! and 
O delight of every brokenhearted sufferer, and O redresser of 
the forsaken and lonely and O helper of the needy and far 
exiled, who hast surrounded everything with mercy and 
knowledge ' It is Thou who hast allotted every creature a share 
in hy blessings; and 1t is Thou whose forgiveness 1s superior 
toils chastisement; and it 1s Thou whose mercy walks in 
front of his wrath, and 1t is Thou whose generosity 1s more 
frequent than his refusal, and if is Thou whose power and 
prosperity embrace all creatures, 1t 1s Thou who doth not 
“desire recompense from him, whom Thou didst bless, it 1s 
Thou who doth not commit excess m puntshing him, who dis- 
~obé}ed-Thee 


ad I © Lord am Thy servant whom Thou hast com- 
manded ‘te pray and who has answered Here I am ieady to 
obey Thee ! Here I am at Thy call ' Behold O Lord, here I 
am prostate in Thy presence! 


“It is I whose back 1s overloaded with guilt, it 1s I whose 
life has been dissipated by sins, it 1s I who ignorantly dis- 
obeyed ‘Thee, though Thou didst. not deserve it 2 from ine 


Wilt’ Thou -O Lord pity him who prayeth unto Thee? 
"So that F may make exéellént petitions unto Thee. Or, wilt 
Thou forgive him who cries unto Thee: Sv that J may make 

; caeuaie ie 


” 1Or,-wilt Thou pardon nin who puts iis face: on the :dust, 
“efor ee; in token of submission ° 


_ @ryewilt, Thou prosper him <vlie inf-vortidence cémplained 
a Thee of, his poverty P ot 


we fy “ gt 
F een > 


OYord do not disappoint one who finds no giver except 


. i © one who happens tojby among strangey, ani has 99 kith or k'n gear him 
3, i. e. disobedience. 





44 
Bas PAR eye Bis gear OLE 
SA BSS SEY S505 
EE RAEN EIS eA EES 
FSIS AAS OBS EME 
SU SF EN CSS SMT GE 
SME Tre TS LOW TCON AY SE tot 
FIP OA Gi Fy soas tude 
DEBRA Se SADE eyes: 
SSG SRE BS SeG 
CUBS ELLE lye IEE Ss 
bya Can ae FBSA SSUES 
SF Ys GETS Glo Beg S5 A Ke 
S Rea ade eres eee 
CONSE. VCP CAF TSISC PIV EOW Sl 


Us SPUN Seatlys 


- vee << B98 94 9G Sw ESE Now © 
SRN BG SORES Eye Ge NE ERS 
“ap DgtS CRC e Beis oN Sea O21 





67 


Thee; and do not disgrace one ‘who finds none to whom be 
can turn for help besides Thee. ae owe 


“6 Lord, therefore, bless Mohammad “and his Al (anatyy 
and do not. turn away from me, whilst I have turned towards 
Thee; and do not disappoint me, whilst I have inclined toewardé 
Thee; and do not smite my face with reprobation, whilst I 


stand before Thee. 4 


It is Thou who hast given to Thyself the attribute of 
Mercy, therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
have pity on me; and itis Thou who hast named Thyself 
Forgiveness, therefore forgive me. 


Verily, Thou ‘soost O Lord the flow of my tears on 
account of fear of Thee, and the palpitation of my heart 
through .dread of Thee, and the trembling of my limbs, be- 
cause of the awe Thou dost inspire in me: All this proceeds 
from the shame I feel on account of my evil deeds; and for 
this reason my voice has become too subdued to cry unto Thee 
and my tongue too dumb to pray to Thee. 


Therefore, all praise is due to Thee O Lord; for, many a 
defect in me didst Thou conceal, and didst not disgrace me; 
and many a sin which I committed, didst Thou hide, and didst 
not make me notorious; and many a wrong which IJ was 
guilty of, didst Thou cover, and didst not put round my neck 
the evil consequences of their mischief, and didst not discover 
their evil to such of my neighbours as were looking for my 
blemishes, and to those who envy Thy blessings which I 
possess. And all this favour did not restrain me from pro- 
ceeding toward the worst which Thou didst threaten me with. 


Therefore, who 1s more ignorant than I, O Lord, of his 
own benefit, and who 1s more careless than I of his share of 
good ? And who is farther removed than I from self-reforma- 
tion, when I spend the sustenance which Thou hast allotted 
me in those sins which Thou hast forbidden me to commit? 
And who is deeper plunged in wrongdoing and more forward 
in vice than I, when I stand between Thy call and the call of 
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Satan, and follow his call .without blindness and having full 
knowledge of him and withpit anv forgetfulness in my 
memory concerning him and «mat the same time convinoed 
that Thy call leads towards Paradise, and that his call leads 
towards Hell? 


Holiness to Thee' How wonderful it is that I bear 
witness against my own soul, and reckon it asecret affair of 
mine; and more wonderful than this 1s Thy forbearance 
towards me in casting me (into perdition)! And this 1s not 
because I possess any grace in Thy sight, but hecause of Thy 
gracious delay and Thy loving kindness to me; in order that I 
may keep away from Thy wrath incurred by disobedience, 
and refrain from my degrading sins; and because Thy for- 
giving me 1s more agreeable to Thee than punishing me 


Nay my God, I am too abundant, in respect of sin, too 
corrupt in manners, too wicked m deeds, too rashly bold in 
wrongdoing and too weak in point of vigilance in serving 
Thee, and give too little heed to the warning and caution of 
Thy threats, to enumerate to Thee my blemishes, or to be 
able to remember all my guilis. 


And verily I reproach my soul with this, by way of 
longing for Thy kmdness wherein lies the prosperity l cof 
sinners, and hoping for Thy meicy wherein lies the release ot 
the guilty. 

O Lord, behold this 1s my neck overburdened 2 by sins, 
theretore, bless Mohammad and his Al (famaly) and hberate 
it with [hy forgiveness. 


+ And this is my back weighed down with emit’ «therefore 
bless Mohammed ai his Al (family) -and lighcen it witl 
Thy favour. - 


Q Lord. if I were to cry unto Thee, til mv eyelashes 
shtéuld fall .off, and-wail loudly till my voice should cease 
-and Stand. tO serve Thee till my feet should swell, and: bend 
downto tdors-Thee tih ‘the bones ‘of may” apine “should #t ‘stick 
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out, and put my head on the ground to adore Thee till my 
eyeballs should come out of their sockets, and eat the dust of 
the earth throughout my lifé, drink water of ashes? to the 
end of my days, and remember Thee in the meantime til! my 
tongue should become dumb, and then never raise my glance 
to the horizon of the sky feeling shame before Thee, I could 
not deserve, thereby, the obliteration of a single sin out of all 
my sins! 

And 1f Thou wert to forgive me, when I should deserve 
Thy forgiveness: and pardoh me when J should merit Thy 
pardon; For, verily it is not due to me on account of ment, 
nor do I deserve it on account of worth; wlile my recompense 
from Thee, for the first thing wherein I disobeyed Thee, was 
Hell fire: Sof Thou chastise me Thou wouldst not be unjust 
to me. 


My Lord, since Thou hast covered my sins, and didst not 
disgrace me; and hast been graciously patient with me, and 
didst not hasten to punish me, and hast kindly borne with me 
and didst not alter Thy blessings (that Thou didst) bestow 
upon me, nor render Thy favours to me disagreeable, there- 
fore, pity the length of my supplication and the intensity of 
my need and the evil of my situation. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and guard 
ine from sins, and employ me in virtue, and grant me a hand- 
some cqnversion, and pumfy me with repentance, and help me 
with chastity, and reform me peacefully,* and make me taste 
the sweetness of salvation, and let me be the freedman of 
Thy pardon and the emancipated man of Thy mercy, and 
grant to me impunity trom ‘Phy wrath, and thereby, let me 
have good news® 1n this. world besides the next,—good news 
which I may recognise; and let me have im it a sign which I 
may perceive: 


Verily, this is not djfficult to Thee i Thy might, = 
is not hard upon Thee in Thy power: 
Verily’Thou hast power over everything. 


3, 1 6. water mixed with abbes. 
4, i. reform without any effistion and puuishment 
5, 1. eo nows ef {utare reward. 
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17. When Satan was mentioned and the Imam 
sought refuge from his malice and cunning. 


O Lord, verily we seek Thy protection from the corrupt- 
ing power of Satan, who was driven away* from Thy presence, 
and his cunning devices, and from trusting in his falsehoods, 
his promises, his deceptions and his toils, and the longing 
of his soul to lead us astray from Thy service and to disgrace 
us by causing us to disobey Phee ; and from taking for good 
what he represents to us to be good, or regarding that to he 
hard which he makes disagreeable to us 


* 


O Lord let him be repulsed from us through worshipping 
Thee, and drive him away with our devotion to Thee; and 
place hetween us and him a curtain which he may not tear, 
and a strong paitition which he may not break through. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
engage Satan at a distance from us, with some of Thy 
enemies, and guard us from him with Thy exceeding 
great watchfulness, and support us against his deception, 
and turn his hbaek upon us, and 1emove all trace of him 
from us 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and bless 
us with guidance equal to Satan’s misleading, and provide 
us with piety in opposition to his misguidance, and make us 
walk in the way of virtue instead of in his destructive path, 


QO Lord cdo not allow him entry mto our hearts; and even 
near us do not provide for him an abode. 


And O Lord let us know the wrong that he adorneth to 
fempt us; and when Thou hast informed us of it, be graciously 
pleased to protect us from 1t; and show us whereby we may 
devise plans against him; and inform us of that which we 
should prepare for him; and rouse -us from the nap of 
negligence caused by leaning towards kim, anid render us 
suitable assistance against him. 

© lit one whe Je pelted with stons 
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O Lord imbue our hearts with the rejection of his deeds, 
and he gracious to us in breaking his devices. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and tun 
away Satan’s power from us, and cut off his hope from us, 
and prevent him fiom coveting to mislead us. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and let 
oui fathe1s, motheis, offspring, family members, kindred, 
relations and neighbours, such as are true believers, whether 
male or female be sheltered from the Devil in a strong fort- 
fication, a defensive stionghold and a corner of refuge, snd 
protect them from nm with aimour of defence, and give 
them sharp weapon against him. 


O Lord include im this prayer every one who has 
borne witness to Thy Godhead, and sincerely believed in Thy 
Unity, and abhorred Satan for Thy sake, with sincerity of 
devotion to Thee, and begged of Thee help against him in 
learning divine sciences. 


O Lord untie what he hath tied up, and open what he 
hath closed, and restrain him when he hath resolved to act, 
and defeat what he hath dete: mined 


O Lord rout his army and annul his treachery and 
demolish his stronghold and disgrace him. 


O Lord place us in the class of his enemies, and exclude 
us from the number of his friends, that we may not obey him 
when he allureth us, and may not answer him when he 
calleth us; that we may command those who obey our 
commands, to abhor him, and exhort such as listen to our 
advice, not to follow him. 


O Lord bless Mohammad the last of the prophets, 
and the chief of the apostles, and the members of his house, 
who are pure and holy; and protect us and our people and 
brethren and all the true believers, male and female, from 
Satan’s mischief against which we ask protection; and deliver 
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us from such things as we beg to be delivered of by Thee; 
and graitt us what we-prayed Thee for, and-give us what we 
have failed to obtain through negligence, and guard for us_ 
what we have forgotten; and introduce us, thereby, into the 
class of the pious and rank of the true believers-Amen Lord 
of the worlds ! 
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18 His prayer when what he feared was averted, 
and when he too quickly obtained what he 


wanted. 


Praise be. to Thee O Lord for the goodness of Thy decree 
and for what Thou didst avert from me, of calamity | 


Therefore,:let not my share of Thy merey, consist mn 
what Thou didst hasten to give me of ‘Thy security, lest I 
should twn out unlucky in obtamme what T liked, and 
another prove lucky for what I disliked 


And if what I enjoyed of this securitv by day or night 
be destined to be followed by an everlasting calamity, and 
a perpetual penalty, then, be pleased to advance to me what 
Thou hast delayed, and keep back irom me what Thou hast 
advanced , 


For, whatever endeth in destruction 1s not great, and 
whatever endeth in permanence is not little. 
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; 19. Prayer for rain altera drought. 


O Lord satisfy us with rain, and spread over us Thy 
mercy in the shape of abundant rain, assuing frem the driven 
cloud, to make the earth put forth pleasing vegetation on 
all sides , 


‘ - P 


ne ae : a “2 
And favour Thy servants by ripening the fruit, and 
revive Thy cities by the coming out of buds 


a 


._ And send Thy honourable angel messengers, from. Thee, 
with rainclouds, ever beneficial, ‘of far reaching abundance, 
of showers ample, quick, rapid, to revive, thereby, what as 
dead, and to restore what 1s lost, and to cause the crops to 
grow ; and amplify, therewith, means of subsistence,—({send) 
clouds, dense, agreeable and wholesome, layer upon layer, 
spreading far and wide, accompanied by undeceptive hghtning 
and — with unbroken showers 


me Lord bless us with a rain causingsthe soil to bring 
forth vegetation, congenial, profitable, vast and abundant, 
to help thereby the growing giass, and to restore to prosperity 
the naked soil. 


O Lord favour us with a rain whereby Thou mayest 
cause torrents to issue from mountains, the wells to fill up, 
the rivers to flow, the plants to giow, the prices to go down 
in all countries, the beasts and othe: creatures to thrive; and 
provide for us, thereby, abundance of pure food, and cause 
the tilled fields to bring forth for us, and let the breasts be full 
of milk, and add stiength to our strength 


O Lord let not its shower over us be poisonous, nor let its 
cold be destructive to us, nor let its decent upon us be 
like a pelting with stones, nor make its water bitter to us 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and confer 
on us the blessings of the heavens and the earth. Verily, 


everything is within Thy power, 
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20. He prayeth for excellence in mor als 
and conduct. ° 


Pd ™ aad ie, 


O Lod! bless Mohammad and his family, and advance my 
faih to the greatest perfection. 


And let my belief be the most excellent of beliefs. 


And cause my motive to be the best of fesolutions and 
my conduct the best of ansctio. 


O Lord! prosper my good resolutions, 
And establish my belief in Thee? 


And reform with Thy power what has become corrupted 
in me,* 

O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
grant to satisfy me in that, the care for which keeps me 
engaged. 

And cause me to perform those deeds concerning which 
Thou wilt question me to-morrow,* 


And let my days he spent in that work for which Thou 
hast. created me,® 


And make me independent and provide me amply with 
Thy sustenance 


And do not let me he tempted by arrogance’ (caused 
by wealth) 


And let me be honoured, but do not let me fall a_ prey 
to pride 


—_—— meee 


_l- That 1s confirm my belief in Thy boundless power to reward the mghteous and to 
punish the wicked in this would or tho next 





2 do thatit may turn out acceptable to Thee 

8 Lit-—Do for me that etc. Z é 
4, ie, the Day of judgment. 

5. 1 @. Thy service, oe . = ‘ 
@. According to another reading ‘by sight’; 1. e. do not let me be tempted to see 


forbidden things 
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And cause me to adore Thee, and do nottlet my adoration 
be spoiled with conceit 


And issue from my hands good to mankind and do not 
let it be undone with reproaches (). 


And give me excellent morals, and save me from boasting. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and do 
not exalt 'me to any rank among men, unless Thou hast 
lowered me to an equal degree, in my own sight 


And create for me no outward respect, unless Thou hast 
created for mean equal amount of humiliation in my spirit, 


O Lord] bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
favour me with a righteous direction which I may not change 
(for another) anda right path from whish I may not go 
astray, and a well guided motive which I may not doubt. 


And let me live as long as my life 1s useful in serving 


Thee 


So when my life becomes a pasture for Satan he pleased 
to call me back to Thee, b2fore Thy wrath advance towards 
me or Thy anger 1s fixed upon me. 


O Lord! leave in me no culpable habit unreformed and 
no blame-worthy blemish unamended, and no imperfect 
excellence without bringing it to perfection, 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and substi- 
tute for me love in place of the enmity of the hostile, and 
friendship for the envy ot the rebellious, and confidence for 
distrust of the virtuous, and kindness for the hatred of those 
that are near, and benevolence to kindred for their disobedience ; 
and assisstance for desertion of the near (relations) , and 
sincerity of regard for the love of the ceremoniously polite, 
and, good behaviour for the repulsion of associates, and 
sweetness of peace for the bitterness of fear of tyrants. 


— rs 








(1). Lit expression of obligations with which I may happen t> reproach the recepient, 
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© Lord !-bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and let 


me have power over him who has oppressed me, and an 
argument against him who quarelled with me and victory 
over him who bore me ill-will. 


And grant me an artifice against him who deceived me, 
and power over him, who overpowered me, and make false the 
charge of him who impeached me, and relieve me from him 
who threatened me. 


And give me grace to obey him who directed me to the 
right path and follow him who guided me (to it). 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
give me grace that I may bebave with simccre good-will to him 
who was insincere tome, and reward with goodness him who 
forsook me, and repay hounteously him who disappointed me, 
and compensate with reunion him who separated me from 
him and make me to differ from him who did backbite me 
by speaking well of lim, and to return thanks for good and 
overlook evil 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
adorn me with the qualities of the righteous, and clothe me 
wrth the dress of the pious, in spreading justice and restrain- 
ing anger and quenching the fire of ill-will and reuniting the 
scattered and making up the differences between men, and 
publishing goodness and hiding blemishes and lenience of 
tempeit and bending the knee of humility* and beauty of 
conduct, calmness of disposition and agreeableness of 
(social) intercourse, and advancing towards excellence, and 
adopting generosity and forbearing rebuke and showing 
kindness to the unworthy, and speaking the truth though 
difficult, and underratiag personal good, however great, of words 
or deeds, and overestimating personal evil, however small, 
of speerh or act. : 
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¥ Nature. : 
* , 6 behaving tonards others with humility aud treating them with respect. 
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And grant the fulfilment of these wishes along with 
continual worship of Thee and attachinent to the community 
of the faithful and let me withdraw from those who start 


y 


inn vovations,. and act upon self-inventeidl judgments. = ’ 


Saad 
Fd 


O Lord! bless Mohammad apd .his A] (family)- arid 
confer on me Thy most abundant sustenance when I grow. 
old and infuse in me Thy most righteous strength when I be 
fatigued. ‘ ‘ 


And do not allow me to grow lazy so as to keep away 
from Thyworship, and do not let me be blind to Thy path 
nor allow me te indulge in what is contrary to Thy love. 


Nor join him who has separated himself from Thee, nor 
let me keep aloof from him who has joined unto Theg. 


O Lord! let me get strength from Thee in necéssity, 
and: apply ta Thee, in need, and humbly entreat Thee in 
poverty and do not let me be tempted to ask help of any 
other than Thee, when I am afflicted, nor to humbly entreat 
any other than Thee, when in need, nor to supplicate another 
besides Thee, when in fear, lest [ should deserve, thereby, 
to be forsaken, rejected and despised hy Thee, O most 
Merciful! : 


O Lord! let what Satan introduces into my heart, of 
desires, suspicion and envy, be cause for remembrance of 
Thy greatness, contemplation of Thy powei, and become 
plans against Thy enemy ; and let what he make my tongue 
utter of indecent words nonsense raving abuse, false evidenes, 
backbiting of an absent true-believer, or reviling one who 
is present, and other things similar to these, be a speech in 
praise of Thee and an utterance of a eulogy to Thee, an absorp- 
tion in Thy glory, a thanks-giving for Thy favour, an acknow- 
ledgment of Thy goodness and an enumeration of Thy blessings. 


QO Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (famaly), and ‘, 
do nat let me be oppressed while Thou hast power to ward 
off trouble from me, nor let me, oppress other's whilst‘ Thoy 
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hast authority to restrain me, nor go astray whilst it 1s 
possible for Thee to guide me, nor grow poor whilst Thou 
hast power to prosper me, no: grow rebellious) whilst my 
independence +s from Thee. a 


O Loid! seeking Thy forgiveness have I come, and at 
Thy pardon do I aim, and Thy forbearance do I long for, 
aiid in Thy kindness do I tiust, and I have not with me what 
would entitle me to Thy forgiveness, nor (1s there) in my 
actions what would make me deserve Thy pardon, I have 
nothing save Thy grace when I pass judgment upon myself, 
therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and be kind 
upon me. 7 - 

O Loid! make me speak with 1ghteousness; and suspire 
me with piety, and give me grace for what is most pure, and 
employ me in what 1s most praiseworthy. 


O Loid! make me walk the most exemplary path, and 
let me live and die believing in Thee 


O Lord ! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and bless 
me with frugality, aud let me Le of the people of righteousness , 
and of the guides to virtue, and of the pious servants, and 
grant me salvation at the last day and safety on the expected 
doomsday. 


O Lord ! exact for Thyself fiom my soul whateve: may 
purify it, and preserve those motives for my soul that may 
perfect it , for veily my soul is liable to come to rum, unless 
Thou presei ve 16, 


O Lord! Thou art my shelter if I grow sad, and Thou 
art my resource 1f I am in need and unto Thee I cry for help, 
when deeply afflicted, and with Thee 1s 1ecompense for what 
is lost, and reformatian for what 1s eorrupted, and alteration 
for what Thou disapprovest : 


Therefore, fayow me wath security before calamity, and 
bounty before begging gbe it) and sight direction before 


# 





(1) Indigent acccrding to another reading, 
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error and spare me from bearing the unpleasant doings of Thy 
crastares, and grant me peace on the day of resurrection and 
favour me with handsome guidance. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and ward 
off (evil) from me with Thy grace, and nourish me with Thy 
blessing —and reform me with Thy graciousness and cure me 
with Thy goodness and hide me in the shelter of Thy mercy 
ani clothe me with Thy approbation, and help me, when 
mitters grow dificult about me, (to choose) the most righteous 
of them, and when actions become dubious, (to select) the 
purest of them, and when the creeds conflict, (to adopt) the 
most praiseworthy of them. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and crown 
me with sufficiency and adorn me with the grace of Thy love ,} 
aud grant me true guidance and do not try me with pros- 
perity and confer on me the beauty of comfort and do not 
make my life a succession of trials, and do not reject my 
prayer with repulsion; for, I do not recognize any as Thy 
rival, and I do not call upon any as Thy equal. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
restrain me fron extrivagance and preserve my subsistence 
from waste and increase my possessions by giving blessing 
therein and let me walk along the path of benevolence;? in 
whatever I spend my (wealth). 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and spare 
me the pain of earning, and give me livelihood withvut 
m333ure so that search (vfbar it) may not take me away tiom 
Thy worship, and I may not have to bear the evil conse- 
quences of earning (wealth) by unfair means. 


O Lord! therefore grant me by Thy power what I desire 
and protect me with Thy glory from what I fear. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and guard 
my honour with prosperity and do not disgrace mv 
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with poverty, lest I beg of those who receive their living 
from 'Pheé, and ask favour of the wickyd and be tempted, 
thereby,’to, praise him who giveth me, and fall into dis- 
paraging him who denieth me; while, Thou art above all of 
them the master of Bounty and Refusal, 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and give 
ine accuraey 1n worship, and happiness in prety. and know- 
ledge in practice, and chastity in beneficence. 


O Lord! let my term of existence end with Thy pardon, 
and verify my conduct* in expecting Thy mercy, and make it 
easy for me to win Thy approbation, and let in all circums- 
tances my actions be good. 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and 
1emind me to adore Thee in times of neglect, and employ me 
in serving Thee in the days of leisure (intermission), and 
indicate for me an easy path to Thy love so that I may 
obtain the good of this world and hereafter 


O Lord! bless Mohammad and his Al (family) more than 
Thou didst bless any of Thy creatures before him, and more 
than Thou wilt bless any one after him, and give us that 
which 1s guod in this world and the next, and graciously, 
protect ame from torment of the Fire. 


(a) Hope, according to anvther reading. 
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21. His prayer when anything grioved him or a 
sense of error made him sad. 


O Lord, O Guardian of the weak individual, Thou who 
dost give protection against terrible things, errors have made 
me Solitary, and there 1s no companion with me; and I am 
weakened by Thy wrath, so there is none to support me; and 
T have become sensible of the dread of meating Thee, so there 
is none to pacify my apprehension, and none who can 
remove my fear when Thou hast threatened me; and who 
can Support me when Thou hast made me solitary, and who 
can strengthen me when Thou hast weakened me. 


O Lord, there is no one to give shelter to the creatures, 
but the Creator; and no one can give refuge to the weak, 
but the strong; and no one helps to win the object sought for, 
except the seeker and im Thy hand my Lord, are al] these 
means of assistance, and with Thee, 1s shelter and refuge 
Therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and protect 
me in my escape and fulfil my desire. 


O Lord 1f Thou turnest away from me Thy gracious 
countenance, ¢ and withholdest from me Thy magnificent 
bounty, or keepest back from me Thy sustenance or cutest off 
from me Thy connection, [ shall find no way to realize 
any Object of my hope without Thee ; and shal! have no power 
over what 1s with Thee, with the help cf any other than Thee ; 
for, verily, I am Thy servant and in Thy power, and my 
forelock isin Thy hand, I have no command side by side 
with Thine ; effective in me is Thy command.* 


$ “The turning away of countensace’’ denotes displeasure i'berefore, the expression 
only means, ‘If Thou be angry with me,’ without any physical significance being intended, 


© The text reads :— 
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Thy decree concerning meis just Thave no strength 
to go out of Thy kingdom, nor can I pass beyond Thy power ; 
nor can I attract Thy love, win Thy approbation, nor obtain 
what is with Thee, except by serving Thee and by Thy 
. gracious indulgence. 


My Lord, I rose in the morning and brought the day to 
a close, being all the while Thy humble creature, having no 
power either to benefit or injure my soul, but through Thee; 
I bear this witness against my soul and acknowledge the 
weakness of my strength and the scarcity of my means. 


Therefore, fulfil what Thou hast promised me; and 
accomplish for me what Thou hast given me. 


Ror, verily, I am Thy servant meek, humble, weak, 
miserable, contemptible, despicable, insignificant, needy, 
timid and seeking shelter. 


O Lord bless Mohammad dnd his Al (family), and do 
not let me forget to remember Thee, because of what Thou 
hast given me; nor let me neglect Thy goodness in conferring 
blessings upon me, and let me not be hopless concerning 
Thy acceptance of me, although Thou mayest delay helping 
me, no matter if I be in prosperity, or poverty, or hardship or 
comfort, or safety, or calamity, or privation, or opulence, or 
wealth, or indigence, or misery or happiness. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and let me 
bless, praise and thank Thee, in all my circumstances, so 
that I may not be too glad over what Thou hast given me of 
this world, nor too sorry for what Thou hast denied me of it, 
and inspire my heart with Thy fear; and employ my body 
in what Thou wouldst accept from me; and engage my soul 
in Thy service, disregarding every thing that happens to me, 
so that I may not hke anything that Thou dislikest, nor 


dislike anything that Thou likest. 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and empty 
my heart (of everything) for Thy love, and engage it in 
remembering Thee, and exalt it with fear of Thee and dread 
of Thee, and strengthen it with longing towards Thee, 
and incline 1t towards Thy obedience, and move it in the path 
most loved by Thee, and let it, throughout the days of my 
| life, soften with a longing for what 1s with Thee; and let fear 
of Thee, be my provision, on my journey from this world ; 
and let my departure be towards Thy mercy and my entry 
into Thy approbation. 


And let my abode be in Thy Paradise, and grant me 
strength whereby I may hear all things approved by Thee. 


And let my flight be towards Thee ; and my longing for 
what 1s with Thee, and clothe my heart with abhorrence of 
Thy wicked creatures, and grant me love for Thee and for Thy 
friends and Thy servants 


And do not put me under obligation to any wiched 
person or infidel, nor let him be favoured by me, nor 
let me have need of him 


Nay let the calmness of my mind, and the comfort of 
my soul, and my independence, and my self-sufficiency be 
trom Thee and trom ‘Thy righteous creatures - 


© Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let me be 
their companion, and make me their supporter ; and favour 
me with a desire for Thyself, and give me grace to do for Thy 
sake what Thou lovest and approvest . 


Verily, everything is under Thy power, and this is easy 
for Thee | 
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—*R2. His prayer in hardships and diffict ities. « 


O Lord, Thou hast required of my soul the performance 
of that over which Thou hast more power than I; and 
Thy authority over it and me is stronger than mune. 


Therefore, let me have that from my soul which would 
please Thee with me, and take from my soul what would 
satisfy Thee, in peace and safety 


O Lord I have no strength for toil, nor patience in time 
of trial, nor power to bear poverty: Therefore, do not deprive 
me of my sustenance, and do not cause me to rely upon Thy 
creatures—nay, let Thyself satisfy my need, and undertake 
to provide for me, and watch over me, in all my affairs . 


For, verily, if Thou entrust me to my heart * I shall be 
humbled by it, and shall fail to perform that, wherein lies its 
+ 200d :- 


And if Thou make me over to the care of Thy creatures, 
they will frown at me ; and if Thou dost consign me to my 
kindred they will disappoint me, and ifthey give anything 
to me at all, they will give little, reluctantly, and wil 
reproach me long and will often dispraise me. 


Therefore, with Thy bounty, O Lord make me independent; 
and with Thy glory make me prosperous; and with Thy 
abundance make me rich; and supply my need from what is 
with Thee. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his A] (family), and deliver 
me from envy, and restrain mefrom sins, and check me from 
doing things forbidden, and do not let me be encouraged in 
disobedience, and let my longings be with Thee and my’ 
satisfaction in what cometh to me from Thee; and bless. me 
in what sustenance Thou hast given me, and in what Thou 
hast conferred upon me, and in what Thou hast favoured 
me with ; iss 





© The seat of passions, ambit on and denres. 
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And let me be, in all my circumstances, preserved, 
guarded, defended, covered, protected, sheltered and secure. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and help 
me to discharge all Thou hast imposed upon me, and what 
Thou hast required me to do for Thyself, by way of duty due 
unto Thee, or for the benefit of any one of Thy creatures : 


And if my body be too weak for it, any my strength be 
too small for it, and my power fail to attain it,and my pro- 
perty and possessions fail to suffice for 1t, whether I remember 
it or have forgotten it, and it be from among that which 
Thou hast reckoned against me, and I have no remembrance 
of it in my consciousness, then enable me to discharge it 
with Thy magnificent bounty, and abundance of what 
is with Thee,—for, verily, ample means are with Thee, and 
Thou art generous:—so that there may not remain with 
me anything, whereby Thou mayest desire to deduct from my 
good deeds, or multiply my evil ones, on the day I meet Thee, 
O my sustainer | 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family; and favour 
me with a liking to serve Thee for my (good) hereafter, till 
I feel its truth in my mind, and till piety prevails over me in 
this world, and till I do good deeds willingly, and remain safe 
from evil on acconnt of dread and terror 


And favour me with a light, with which 1 may walk 
among men, obtain guidance in darkness, and enlighten. 
myself in doubt and uncertainties. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and give 
me dread of the threatened punishment, and longing for the 
promised reward, till I actually get a foretaste of the pleasure 
of what I pray Thee for, and of the pain of what I seek Thy 
protection from. 


O Lord, verily, Thou knowest what is proper for me, in 
the affairs of this world and the next; therefore, grant the 
fulfilment of my needs, 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and favour 
me with what is just, when I fail to thank Thee for what 
Thou'didst confer on me,.m prosperity, and poverty, and 
health and sickness; till I feel in my soul the comfort of 
approbation and satisfaction of my conscience with what 
is due unto Thee, in all things that happen in time of 
fear, and peace, and pleasure, and anger, and harm, and 
benefit. : 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and favour 
me with freedom of my breast from envy, till I envy none 
of Thy creatures for anything of Thy bounty; and till I see 
none of Thy favours on any of Thy creatures, in any matter 
sacred, or secular, or peace, or piety, or power or prosperity, 
but expect for myself better. than these through Thee and 
from Thee ‘Thou art alone, having no partner | 


O Lord bless Mohammad and Al (his family), and give 
me security from faults, and safety from errors, in 
this world and hereafter, in case of satisfaction and dis- 
pleasure, till I be in respect to whatever happens unto me 
thereby, in an even state of mind,—working in obedience to 
Thee, preferring Thy approbation to everything else, in dealing 
with friends and enemies; till my enemy be safe from my 
oppression and tyranny, and my friend giveth up all hope 
of my partiality and of debasement of my passions . 


And let me be of those who invoke Thee sincerely, m 
prosperity, as do the afflicted in time of their supplication, 
Verily Thon art praiseworthy and great | 
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23. He prayeth for safety, and for grace to 
return thanks for the same. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and clothe 
me with Thy safety, and honor me with Thy safety, and guard 
me with Thy safety, and make me ‘independent with Thy 
safety, and bestow on me as alms Thy safety, and favour me 
with Thy safety, and spread out for me Thy safety, and make 
Thy safety suitable to me, and do not interpose distance 
between me and Thy'‘safety, either in this world or the next. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and grant 
me a safety, sufficient, healing, exalted, growing, and a safety 
that would create safety in my body, a safety of this world 
and the next : 


And favour me with health, and security, and peace, im 
my faith and body; and insight in my mind, and success in 
my affairs , and fear of Thee and dread of Thee; and power to 
perform what Thou hast commanded, for Thy service; and 
avoidance of what Thou hast forbidden me to do. 


My God! O Lord always give me, grace to perform the 
Hajj! and the Omrah,? and to visit the tomb of Thy 
prophet—Thy blessings on him, and Thy mercy and favours 
on him and his Al (family)—and tombs of the Al (family) 
of Thy apostle; peace be on them, as long as Thou keepest 
me alive, in my present year and every future year: 


And let this be accepted, approved, remembered by Thee 
and stored up by Thee. 


And let my tongue utter Thy praise, Thy thanks, Thy 
remembrance and a handsome eulogy upon Thee : 


And eularge my mind for receiving directions (for the 


acceptance) of Thy faith : 
oe “re nerenaecnannenncorsEnmAaAieErA 
1. The great pugrimage, 
2. The lesser pilgrimage. 
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And protect me and my offspring from the Devil, 
the one who was driven away with stones, and from the 
mischief of venemous and stinging! creatures, and the vulgar 
and the mean ; and from the mischief of every obstinate devil , 
and from the mischicf of every malicious king ; and from the 
mischief of envious and haughty richmen, and from the 
mischief of the weak and the strong, the high and the low, 
the great and the small, the nigh and the distant; and from 
the mischief of every one of the genii or mankind, who 
insisted upon fighting against Thy Apostle or the people of his 
house ; and from the evil of every creature that moveth on the 
earth, and whose forelock is held by Thee: Verily, Thou art 
on the nght path. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and who- 
ever intendeth to wrong me, turn him away from me and ward 
oft from me his device, and repel from me his evil, and put (the 
noose of) his fraud around his own neck,? and place before him 
a barrier till Thou makest blind his eye from seeing me, and 
defean his ear that he may not hear of me, and lock up his 
mind when about to think of me, and render his tongue dumb 
concerning me, and crush his head and disgrace his dignity, 
and break his pride, and humble his neck, and demolish his 
greatness,? and render me safe from all his mischief, evil, 
hackbiting, talebearing, slander, envy, malice, toils, traps, 
and his foot soldiers and cavalry 


Verily, Thou art possessor of glory and power ! 





1 The word hammah iucludes all sorte of crewtuies that bite or sting, T, 

2. Lit, reverso his fraud around his own neck Cf turn the Stables upon him, le 
«wt him be caught in his own trap, T, 

3, Power. 
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24, wis prayer for his parents, peace be on them! 


0 Lord bless diane Thy servant and Thy apostle, 
and-the holy “people of his house ; and peculiarly distinguish 
them, with the best of Thy favour, mercy, blessings and 


peace : 


And distinguish, O Lord, my parents* with excellence | 
near Thee, and grace from Thee: O most merciful ' 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
acquaint tne by inspiration with the knowledge of what is due 
unto thém from me; and collect for me the complete know- 
ledge of all this , and cause me to act according to what Thou 
didst reveal to me, by inspiration; and give me grace to 
penetrate into such of this knowledge as Thou didst teach me, 
till I omit.to perform nothing Thou hast taught me; and do 
not let my limbs grow heavy (so as to prevent them) from the 
discharge of what Thou didst reveal unto me. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) as Thou 
hast exalted us with him; and favour: Mohammad and his Al 
(family) as Thou hast given us claims upon Thy creation, 
because of him. 

And make me fear my parents as I would fear a despotic 
monareh, and love them with the tenderness of an imdulgent 
mother : 2 
And let my obedience to my parents, and my beneficence 
to them, be sweeter to my eyes than sleep is to: the drowsy, 
and cooler to my breast than drinking water is to the thirsty ; 
till Lgive preference to their wishes over mine, and precedence 
to the satisfaction of their needs over mine: 


é we = 
& ue a 
Se yt q es x 


* His father was Hazrat Imam Husain, the grandson of the Proplet and his mother 
Hasrat Bhbr Bano, the daughter of Yizdjird the last pagan raler of Persia, 
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And let me over-value their benevolence to me, even in 
small things; and under-value my beneficence to them, even 
in great things 


O Lord let me lower my voice for them, and let my 
speech be agreeable to them, and soften my conduct towards 
them, and let my heart be kind to them, and make me tender 
and lenient unto them both. 


O Lord reward them for bringing me up, and :ccompense 
them for loving me, and guard them as they gua'ded me in 
my infancy. 


O Lord and whatever pain they may have received from 
me, or whatever displeasure. may have heen caused to them 
by me, or whatever duty owed to them was left unperformed 
by me, let that be a pardon of their sins and an exaltation of 
their :ank and an addition to their good deeds, O Thou who 
dost change evil deeds into multiplied good deeds ! 


O Lord and that speech im which they were unjust to me, 
or that action in which they were extravagant against me, or 
such of my claims as they failed to safisfy, or such debts as 
they failed to discharge; verily, I forgive it to them, and 
favour them therewith and I turn unto Thee with a view to 
removing the penalty thereof from them. 


For, verily, I do not accuse them falsely of having done 
something to my hurt, nor do I deem them negligent 
in doing good to me, nor do I despise the care they took of me 
O Lord ' 


Because, thei: claim upon me 1s so great,! and their 
benevolence to me so magnificent,” and Iam so highly obligéd 
to them, that I can not fairly meet it, nor repay them 4s they 


deserve. 


1. Lit. compulsory 
2 Lit orior in time. 
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th op 


O my God, how can I repay them for -their tedious 

: puployshent i. bringing meray And tér their thakd Jebour 
in guarding me! And for their self-denial to lavish “comfort 
“upotrme! Bast, Alas! (imo) ann oon FoF 


ar en sf 7 7 
_ Their claim can never be satisfied ‘by -me, uidy gan 
peredite what--is due from-me unto’ them, ‘nor ¢an “I fully 
discharge the duty of serying them ' 
Prd Sag ™ : jn « 


a 
2 


Therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
help me O best of all those whose assistance 1s solicited, 
and give me grace O greatest of guides towards whom 
men turn, and do not let me be of those who wronged their 
fathers and mothers, on the day wherein “every soul shall be 
paid what it hath merited, and they shall not be treated with 
injustice.” + 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and his 
descendants, and peculiarly distinguish my parents, with the 
best distinctions which Thou hast confeired upon the fathers 
and motheis of Thy true believing servants, O most 
merciful | 


O Lord do not let ms forget to remember them after my 
Namaz (the regular prayers) and at every time of my night, 
and at every hour of my day. 


O God bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and forgive 
me for the sake of my prayers for them, and grant a sure 
pardon to them because of their goodness to me, 


And be perfectly satisfied with them through my 
intercession for them; and bring them by Thy mercy into 
places of safety *. 


O God if Thy pardon for them has preceded (my prayers) 
then make them intercessors for me; and if Thy pardon for 





¢t ‘The quotation is from the Quran Vhapter III Verse 5, 
* Abode of happiness, 
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me has preceded (Thy forgiving them) then make me an 
intercessor for them; so that we may be gathered together by 
Thy mercy in the place of Thy grace, and the place of Thy 
pardon and mercy : 


For, verily, Thou art the one whose munificence 1s great, 
and whose kindness is eternal, and Thou art the most merciful ! 


if. 
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26. His prayer for his offspring. 


O Lord oblige me by sparing from death my iss and 
by educating’ them for me, and by blessing me with ia 


% 

My God prolong their lives for me, and increase for me 
their terms of existence, and bring up for me those of tender 
years, and strengthen for me the weak ones, and heal for me 
their bodies, faith and morals, and let them be safe in soul 
and body and in everything Tam anxious about concerning 
them, and let their sustenance flow into my hand, and let 
them be virtuous, pious, able to see and hear, obedient unto 
Thee, and lovers and well-wishers of Thy friends, and to all 
Thy enemies hostile and malicious, Amen! 


O Lord strengthen my arm with them, and straighten 
with them my crookedness. 


And enlarge my number + because of them, and 
adorn my society with them, and keep iny memory alive 
by means of them, and nike them take care of my affairs in 
my absence, and help me with them to satisfy my need, and 
let them love me, and be kind unto me favourable, faithfuj 
obedient, not disobedient, nor wicked, nor adverse nor guilty, 


And help me in training them, educating them and in 
doing good to them, and grant me from Thee male descendants 
among them, and let this be a benefit to me, and let them 
be my helpers in whatever I ask of Thee, and protect me 
and my offspring from the Satan, the stoned one.* 





@ Vide ths Quran, Chapter XV Versus 80 —39 
He (Ged) said, “ Begone henee , Thou art a stoned ome,”.... 2... 6 oe 
He (Satan) said, “O my Lord! respite me till the day when man shall be 
raised from the dead.” 


He (God) said, * well then of the respted shalt Thou be till the day of the pre- 
distined time.” 


He (Satan) said... eee eee oe . “Twill surely begnile thea all,” 
a= Rodwall’s Tr, T, 


| iT -- 

(Co ld HERES 5 OES ENTS EE OY 
ERO SSAC as Ee ERT stEaT 
BODO ak, ENS IG IEE, 
stg $5 CSE Ca VEC ESET 
CA EAS SSE STEEL AERIS) 
Clo alt sG esate 
~~ (Cees iic as 5 eS PPR HOR Serr rts 
SoS HCG SG KEaCISy 
SAMI EKs ch giases 
Bra ROT: TONS AUSAT SORT 
CUPAAS) ebceges OVeris\4 
BRE B13 NH Based 
CES SELASSIE Ey - 
CHT Sse CHR USISLE ES - 
LS be SC ISG Ch lge at 
ET peta WTTCONIS FTES CRON 5 


sere Wealero Wreck Wicd 





wa 





@) 5) = We" sr Ne S15) SS ie" ar 





123 


a 


For, verily, Thou didst create us, and command us, and 
put prohibitions upon us, and encourage us with the reward 
for doing ' what Thou didst command, and didst threaten us 
with puttishment for-disobedience ; and Thou hast made hinr~- 
our enemy who deeeiyeth us; Thou hast given him dominion 
over some part of us; while over the similar part of him,* 
Thou hast not given us, dominion: Thou hast established 
him in bur breasta, and made him run through our blood- 
passages ; he is not careless even if we are careless, and he doth 
not forget if we forget ; he maketh us feel secure from Thy 
torment, and threateneth us with (the punishment of some 
oné)} other than Thee; if we intend some glaring sin, he 
encourageth us in it; if we intend todo any good thing he 
hindereth us; he exposeth to usirresistible appetites, and 
raiseth for us doubts; if he maketh promises to us he lieth, 
and if he holdeth out hopes to us he disappointeth us; and if 
Thou do not turn away from us his cunning, he shall 
mislead us ; and if Thou do not guard us from his corruptiog, 
he shall cause us to err 


Therefore, O ‘Lord overthrow his authority over us with 
Thy power, till Thou completely restrain him from us owing 
to our diligent prayer to Thee, so that, we may pass out of the 
power of his cunning into the group of those defended by 
Thea, 


O Lord grant me all my desires, and satisfy my needs, and 
do not refuse me Thy answer, whilst Thou hast given surety 
for it to me; and do not keep off my prayer from Thee, while 
Thou hast required it of me; * and favour me with all that 
which will do me good in this world and the next, whatever 
I remember of it, and whatever I have forgotten, or expressed 
or concealed, or revealed or withheld; and let me be (by my 
imploring Thee alone) of the righteous, of those who 
are successful in applying to Thee, of those who are 
undeprived because of their trust in Thee, of those who are 


The referencs is to the following Verse of the Quran Chap XL, verse 62 
| astajib lakum, i, e. call upon me, I will hearken, T, 
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accustomed to seek shelter in Thee, of those who are benefitted 
by their bargains with Thee, of those who take refuge in Thy 
majesty, of those who have abundance of lawful sustenance 
conferred on them by Thy boundless kindness, Thy bounty 
and generosity ; of those who are exalted to honour from dis- 
grace by Thee; of those who seek shelter from tyranny in 
Thy justice ; of those who are safe from calamity with Thy 
grace ; of those who are raised to prosperity from poverty by 
Thy endless wealth ; of those who are protected from sins and 
slips and error by fear of Thee, of those who have grace for 
goodness and virtue and righteousness owing to their obedience 
to Thee: of those having a barrier between them and sins 
because of Thy power; of those who renounce all disobedience 
to Thee ; of those who dwell in Thy neighbourhood 


O Lord grant us all this with Thy grace and mercy, and 
protect us from the torment of Hell; and favour all the 
Moslems men and women, and the true believers male and 
female with the like of what I have begged of Thee for myself 
and my offspring, in the present world and the future ; Verily, 
Thou art nigh, answering, hearing, knowing, overlooking, 
forgiving, compassionate and merciful : 


And confer on us good in this world and the next, and 
guard us from torment of the Fire. 
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26, Hia prayer for his neighbours and friends, 
when he remembered them. 


, Q Lord bless Mohammad and his ‘Al (family), and be 
my trastea among my neighbours and friends, who know 
our! rights and renounce our enemies, with Thy most excellent 
trusteesh{p, and give them grace to establish Thy way, and to 
adopt Thy divine behaviour in being kind to those among 
them: who are weak, removing their wants, visiting their 
sick, guiding such among them as seek for guidance, advising 
suck as search for counsel, welcoming their visitors,? concealing 
their secrets, covering their nakednsss, relieving their oppressed, 
truly sympathising with them by helping them, doing 
good to them with generosity and benevolence, and by giving 
what is due unto them before request. 


And let me, O Lord, return good to such of them as do 
evil, and forgivingly overlook their injustice, and entertain a 
good opinion of them generally, and undertake to do good 
to them in general, and shut my eyes from them by way of 
chastity, and behave towards them with meekness, and he 
mercifully, tender to their distressed ones, and display 
friendship for them in their absence, and sincerely love to see 
them in prosperity, and deem thata duty to them which I 


deem a duty to my kindered, and have for them that regard 
which I have for my chosen ones. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ‘Al (family) and 
grant me similar treatment from them, and let me haye the 


greatest share of what is with them,® and increase their 

knowledge of my rights, and recognition of my merits so that 

they may become fortunate through me and I through them. 
Amen QO Lord.of the universe ! ; 


1, The pronoun refers to Ablubait, the members of the house of the Prophet see the 


9. Comers trom Journeys ‘Tf. " 
8. i. ©. the greatest share of their love snd regard. Compare Abratham’s prayer for hie 
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27, A prayer for keepers of the marches. . 


“en Rade 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and fortify 
the Moslem frontiers with Thy Majesty, and support their 
defenders with Thy strength, and ‘lavish gifts on them out of 
Ty: hounty. 


+ ad 


oo 


Q Eord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and in- 
créase their number, and Sharpen their weapons, and guard 
their surroundings, and protect their environs, and keep their 
company united, and regulate their business, and let their 
(supply of) provisions be uninterrupted, and Thyself alone 
look after their affairs, and strengthen them with victory and 
help them with fortitude, and be ae in devising stratagem 
for. thet. 


a.’ 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family), and make 
them know what they are ignorant cf, and teach them what 
_ do not know, and show them what they do not see. 


n 


O Lord bless Mohammad snd his ’Al (family), and make 
them forget, when they meet the enemy, the rememberance 
of their worldly concerns which are superlatively deceptive 
and vain ; and obliterate from their mind the reminiscences 
of tempting wealth, and let the Paradise be opposite their 
eyes, and reveal to their -vision what Thou hast provided 
therein, of everlasting mansions and abodes of bliss, and 
béautiful Hooris, and:rivers in which various sorts of drinks 
flow, and trees laden with varieties of fruit, so that none of 
thent may anxiously think of turning his back, nor may his 
sod suggest’ to Him ‘to flee from his antagonist. 


Me ry 


: 


“~ 


of 


‘O Lord by this means defeat their enemy, and cut off 
their nails, and create separation between them and their 
weapons, and root out firmness from their hearts, and inter- 


pose distance Shem and their. provisions, and. perplex 
them in their 3, and lead them ‘astray from the direct 
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course and cutoff from them reinforcement, and diminish 
their ntunber, and fill their hearts with awe, and prevent their 
hands from sttdtching, and cleavé’ their tongues (so nb ¥o 
render them) speechless; and disperse by means of them, 
those behind thém4, and punish those that follow thents and 
frustrate, with their disgrace, the ambitiens of those after 
them. 


O Lord render barren the wombs Of their women, and 
make dry the Joins of their men and stop the breeding of their 
beasts and cattle ; neither let their sky rain, nor let their earth 
put forth vegetation, and strengthen thereby O Lord the 
power of the Moslems, and fortify their cities, and multiply 
their wealth and relieve them from fighting for Thy wor- 
ship; and from their (duties of) defence to commune with 
Thee in solitude; till none be adored in regions of the earth 
except Thee, and no forehead be placed on the dust.for any 
one but Thee. 


O Lord-fight at every frontier of the Moslems againet 
such of the pagans as are adjacent to them, and reinforce 
them with hosts of angels, from Thee, till the infidles be driven 
to the extremity of land; be either killed in Thy earth and 
captured, or they acknowledge that Thou art God, there is no 
God but Thee ; Thou art alone having no partner! 

6 


O Lord include in this (reqpest) Thy :enemies in the 
different countries of India, Rome (Greece), Turkistan, Kharz, 
Abyssinia, .Nubia, Zangbar, Sicily, and (country of) the 
Dalamites, and all other pagan nations whose names and 
desdriptions are unknown, ahd Thou hast, pxbaustively.count- 
ed them with Thy knowledge and art informed of them by 


Thy power. gt - a ! 

O Lord engage the infidles with infidles so as to prevent 
them*from coming into contaet ith ‘Moslenr frontiers, and 
afflict them with decrease to restrain, them from injuring the 
Mostems ; anid by. treating dissension: restrain thepagant from 
mustering against them. : 
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peg » feeling of) security, 
a i toe ig. alps fete ae 






es t them a host of 
armed with one of Thy torments, like what, thou didst on the 
ny of Badr,* cut off thereby. their, root, and ‘reap. off. their 
oe ind scatter net ecthecine m 


foot-soldiers, and.terrify: them.sos to .keep away from eom- 
wae ric Pa a fy. os 


<Q Lord niix their waters with pestilence, and their foods 

with diseases; and afflict the soil of their cities with sinking, 

and tet them be amply pelted with missiles, and visit them 

ughts, and place their sustenance in the most barren 

regions of Thy earth, and farthest removed from them, and 

the niost inaccessible of regions to them ‘and afflict then 
with perpetual hunger, and painful distemper. 


‘O Lord, and whatever warrior of Thy faith fights with 
them, or soldier from among the followers of Thy Laws wages 
whéar,en them, in order to exalf Thy faith, and strengthen Thy 
fost, and amplify Thy share, then be pleased to give him 
acility, and supply him with means, and aid him with stccess, 
arid choose for hin comrades, and strengthen his back, and 
confer on him abundance of provisions, and bless him with 
happiness and quench in him the fire of (wordly) desires, and 
deliver him from sadness of solitude, and make him forget the 
remembrance of family and offsping, aud bless him with 
a -rightedus intention, and guard him with safety, and let 
peace be his counpanion, and protect him from cowardice, and 
inspire him with courage, and give him hardiness, and assist 
him with victory, and teach him (virtuous) ways and practice’, 
and guide him in command, and cast off from him ostentation 
and: dejiver him from aiming at publicity ; and let his thought, 
his speech, his moving and his staying be in Thee, and for 


And when he meets Thy enemy. and his, then cayse them 
towindinish ii His. sights and-degrdge their pomp tm bis mind; 
and give him power over them, and do not give them power 


* J. fit. empty. risks seapty, a 4 By 
2, ‘The firet battle between the Arab Pagans and Moslem 10 which the Istter were 
victorious, ‘ 
3. According to another reading dbeincaiifeg-yitt be :— 
And deny all earthly strongholds to them. 
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And if Thou will to terminate his career in bliss, and 
decree for him martyrdom, then let it be after he has uprooted 
Thy enemy by slaughter, and after he has accomplished his 
efforts in capturing them, and after the Moslem boundaries 
have become safe, and after Thy enemy has turned his back, 
and is routed. 


O Lord and whatever Moslem succeeds a warrior or 
guards in his house; or looks after those left behind, in his 
absence; or helps him with a portion of his property; or 
assists him with provisions; or encourages him to fight for 
faith ; or follows him in his undertaking, by inviting (others 
ty joine him ;* or guards his honour in his absence; then, be 
pleased to reward the latter like the former, weight for 
weight, and bilk for bulk ; and recompense him for his deed 
with an immediate compensation, whereby he may quickty 
gain thé benefit of what he advanced, and the pleasure of 
what he performed, till time bring him to what Thou hast 
prepared for him out of Thy Grace, and provided for him out 
of Thy Bounty. 


And whatever Moslem felt sad for the cause of Islam and 
its followers, and grew sorry at the gathering of pagans against 
them, and therefore resolved to fight, or determined to wage 
religious war, but weakness compelled him to sit down, or 
poverty delayed him, or some occurrence detained him from 
it, or some obstruction made its appearance side by side with 
his resolution, be pleased O Lord to write down his name, 
among the devout, and entitle him to the reward of those who 


fought for faith, and place him in the rank of martyrs and the 
righteous. 


@, Lord bless Mohammad, Thy Servant and Thy Apostle, 
and his ’Al (family) with a blessing far exalted above other 
blessings, fur superior to compliments, having no limit to its 
duration, no termination to its numbers, like the most 
perfect of Thy favours on any of Thy friends: Verily Thou 
art the most Praiseworthy Giver, the Originator, the Repeater 
the Best doer of what Thou willest. 





@ It may also mean by praying for him. 
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28. He crieth out for assistance to the 
Almighty God. 


O Lord I have sincerely turned unto Thee by cutting 
myself off from others, and have come into Thy presence with 
my whole (soul), and have turned away my face from him 
who is in need of Thy bounty, and have withdrawn my request 
from him who is not independent of Thy favour, and have 
discovered that the application of the needy to the needy is 
foolish and an error of reason; for many a man have I seen 
O Lord, who applied for honour to another than Thee and was 
disgraced; and aimed at prosperity through some one else 
besides Thee, and was reduced to want ; and strove for exalta- 
tion, and was humbled. So that a cautious man reformed 
himself by observing their example. tor his taking heed 
benefited him and his choice directed him in the path of 
righteousness, 


And Thou, O my Master, art the one of whom favors are 
requested by me in preference to all others to whom petitions 
are made and Thou, of all those to whom people address their 
prayers, art the satisfier of my need; my petition is particular- 
ly directed to Thee in preference to every one else who is 
prayed to. 


I do not associate with Thee any one, in my hope; and 
none is united with Thee in my prayer, nor does my supplica- 
tion include any other than Thee. To Thee alone my Lord 
belongeth (the absolute) unity of nnmber,! and the exercise 
of eternal authority, and the excellence of power and strength, 
and the rank of exaltation and diginity : 


And every one besides Thee, is an object of pity through- 
out his life, subordinate in his affair, a subject as regards his 
condition, changing in his circumstances, altering in qualities : 
But Thou art far exalted above having similars and opposites, 
and far more glorious than having peers and equals ; therefore 
Thou art Holy; there is no God but Thee. 


(1) 1, e, in the case of others the unity 19 only relative as for instance, the unity 
of the individual in relation to the species, 
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29. His prayer, when in straightened 
circumstances. 


O Lord verily Thou didst try us in our means of support 
when we failed to trust Thee ; and in the length of our lives 
with far-reaching hopes; till we sought for Thy sustenance, 
from receipients of sustenance and our expectations made 
us covet the age of those having longevity, 


Therefore bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and grant 
us a sincere faith whereby to deliver us from the toil of 


earning a living, and inspire us with pure confidence whereby 
to protect us from the hardships of fatigue ; 


And let what Thou hast explaimed of Thy promises, in 
Thy revelation, reinforced with Thy oath, in Thy Book, bea 
perfeet check to our anxiety about livelihood which Thou 
hast undertaken to provide, and restrain us from undertaking 
to secure that, a sufficiency of which Thou hast guaranteed : 

For, Thou hast said, and Thy saying is mght and most 
true; and sworn, and Thy oath 1s most righteous and faithful 
(saying), ** And in the sky is your subsistence and what you 
have been promised,’’ and Thou hast added, “And by the 


Lord then of heaven and earth* itt is as true as that you 
speak.” 


+ The qnotation isfrom the Quran Chapter 51 versus 22 and 23. 
This oath 1g meant for the confirmation of trnth. as youare wont to confirm 
things among yourselves by an oath. 
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30. He prayeth for help 1n repaying debt. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and hi» ’Al (family), and give 
me security from a debt, which causes my countenance to 
fade, and on account of which my wits are confounded, and 
by reason of which my mind is perplexed, and owimg to uni- 
form continuance of which my toil is prolonged. 


T seek Thy protection O Lord, against the sadness of 
debt and its care, and anxiety of debt and its sleeplessness ; 
therefore bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and protect 
me from it: and of Thee do I seek deliverance from its disgrace 
in this life, and penalty after death ; therefore bless Mohammad 
and his ’Al (family), and deliver me from it, with an 
excellent prosperity or sufficiency. 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’A] (family) and restrain 
me from extravagance and excess, and correct me with gene- 
rosity and economy, and teach me the (secret of) accurate 
(valuation of money), and graciously restrict me from diss:pa- 
tion; and let my sustenance flow from honest sources, and 
direct my expenditure in matters of righteousness ; and keep 
off from me the wealth that would create in me conceit, or 
lead me to disobedience, or which would induce me to stub- 


bornly resist authority. 


O Lord make me love the company of the poor! and 
help me in associating with them, with abundant patience; 
and whatever Thou hast denied me of the goods of this mortal 
world, be pleased to store them up for mein Thy everlasting 
stores; and let what Thou hast conferied on me of its trash, 
and hast bestowed upon me of its goods, be a means of helping 
me to reach Thy neighbourhood, and a step? in Thy direction, 
and a means of entrance to Thy Paradise, Verily Thou art the 
Possessor of Great Kindness, and Thou art Generous and 


Bountiful. 


(1) Lit. neady. 
(2) Lit link, e meansof connection. 
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81. A prayer wherein he mentioneth, repeptanpe 
ae . Sochoggoth grave tarepent..... =, hear es 


Lord whonr the praise of: those that praise, eannet 
daserthe ; sand O Thot beyond whom ttre fopés of such’as hoft; 
cannet go; and Q Thou with whom the reward of the 
righteous I¥‘nct lost} and © Thou who art the “object of tear 
for the devout ; and Q Thon who art the extremity of dread 
te tHe pious; this %& the position of ome whom the hands ef sin 
have suddenly seized, and who is pulled by the reins of. guilt, 
“aid over whorit Satan hath provailad ; 


7 Se he-etttirely failed te de what ‘Thoy hast couimanded, 
by omitting to perform it, and lingered fondly in what Thou 
hast probibited like one ignarant of Thy power over him, . 
like the one who a Thy iy benevolence to him : 


” TN the eyes of guidence oot for him, aud the clouds 
.of blindness dispersed from him, wher he fully Teatisod magt 
injustice he had doze to his soul, and thought of tat im which 
he had opposed hie Creator’: 


“8 he saw the heinousness of his guilt in all its sialielie 
and the greatness. of his epposition in its full enorinfty< 


‘ac'Therefore he-tiened towards Thee-hoping for Tieg- + la vos} 
and feeling shame before Thee; and directed his ‘inclination 
entg.Thee, trysting in Theo truly, owing to his jooging, and 
turned towards Thee Sincerely on account of his. fear ; ; his 
longing ‘being, frome fim. every: thing, Jongyd for, exeept 
Thee; ; and his fear of every dreaded object, save Thee being 
sormored ;, » % 

' “Therefore he stood tip,in Thy presénge, Covet hired and 
= he ie towards the earth, meekly’; and bowed h 
1s Fity ly,.and ia bs lowlingss of apich 
fession Tato oth of ltfs secret, Which’ Thou knowes 
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.. And asked Thy deliverance.from the greatest sin of thosé 
ints sthich- he-fell with Thy Jmowledge, and from the~worgg 
of such as i disgraced him in respect of Thy command, the 
alpsaures of. which dins -diilerted..bim,.and passed; ayay;.and 
the penalty of which stayed and became permanent. ~ 
ase: Fe doth.not-deny Thy Yustive .O'Losd, if Thou: punish 
him, nor doth he consider Thy forgiveness great if Thou 
éorgixe.him and pity him; for verily: Thou. art the Gracious 
— who doth not deem it difficult to forgive great sins. 
> Gkeréfore..Behold O Lord, here,I am, 1. baye come to 
Theo f in prayer in obedience to Thy command expecting the 
fulfilment of.2hy promise, wherein ‘lhou;hast promineg,, to 
answer; for Thou hast said: “ Call upon me, I will hearken 
vanto yous 4s - . « : 
~ Therefore bless, O tad. Mohammad and his ’Al (family) 
and grant me Thy pardon, as T:have come.to Thee with, con- 
fession; and raise me from the stumbling block of sin, as [ 
shave humbled my spirit before Thee; and-hide me.wth, Thy 
covering as Thou hast delayed to wreak vergeance on me. 
‘Q.Lord and, confirm, my resolution.to obey Thee, and 
strengthen my insight in adoring Thee and give me grace for 
gctions that may wash off.the taint of,gult, from mp: and, leb 
me die in Thy creed and the creed of Thy Apostle Mohammad 
(peace be on him) when Thou makest me to.die..-._ 
O Lord I repent unto Thee, in this my situation, of my 
great sinsand the small,.of the open wrongs and the hiddes 
ones and my old errors and those that are recent with the 
repentance of him who woyld not.even. talk to his sgui, of 
disobedience, nor ever think of returning to any sin. 


And verily Thou hast said Q Lord, in Thy Mighty Beok, 
that “Thou acceptest repentance from Thy creatures, and 
fergivest sins, and that. Thou .lovest those who. repent i” 

“therefore accept my repentance as Thou hast promised, and 
forgive my sins as Thou hast guaranteed, and grant me Thy 
love as Thou hast agreed. 


ord 





1, the Quran ehap 40 verse 62, 
3, ditto ditto chap 1 verte 222 
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And I ma Dion Sale O Lord my promise that I will not 
( fo, ying tasks god x my .guarantes, thet «L-will. 
las back to what Thou disapprovest; and my covenant, 
that J wall’ give. 8 eP ae ‘all acts of disobedience unto Thee. . i 
(Lord verily T hou knowest better what I have done, 
therefore _torgive ine," What Thou knowpst ; and with Thy 

power furn tte to what Thou ‘lovest. 





@.Loxi, Tam ynder obligations .some of which--I ~do 
remember, and some of which I have forgotten, but all of 
them Lace befere Lay -eye which doth .not sleep, .and before 
Thy knowledge which doth not forget ; therefore give compen- 
sation 4a those that are entitled to it from me and .remove 
from me the burden of those (obligations), and lighten for me 
their tyeight, and guard me from going -near* the like of 
them again. 


©-Lord, and verily I cannot ‘be faithful to my repentance 
Save with Thy protection; nor can 1 withhold myself from 
transgressions, but with Thy power. Theréfore strengthen me 
with a sufficient strength, and guard me me effectual 
protection. “re 


‘O Tord whatever creature repenteth unto {hee, and he 
in Thy secret knowledge, is (sure) to violate his (oaths of) 
repentance and’ return to his sin and transgression, then, 
verily I crave Thy protection against being like this. 


Therefore let this my repentance bea penitence after 
which I may have no need to repent—a repentance causing 
obliteration.of what is past, and safety in what remaineh (yet.) 

O Lord I apologise unto Thee for my ignorance, and ask 
Thy-pardon for tay evil aetions ; therefore adatit me into the 
protection of Thy mercy, with thy grace; and.cover me ~ 
the.coyéring-of Phy.seouity-witheDhy favour. -. - 

O.Lord, I repent. nnto Thee ofevery thing (which te 
dtcteth hy aril, or’ ’ wittoh*-hatli “forfeited Phy love) of” 
thoughts of my mind, and .glances of my. eye, and utterances. 
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of Sayetong de, with: a farice®- ‘whereby -every rene Hy 
remnant sate hPttsel?, Troni Thy’ punishments, “and: ‘ie 
from what the i a aay fegr-ef Tay ra =) Pa 


4 e Saag KA a Oe ae Zag, a mall 


“Therefofe Have. mercy, O Lord, bce nty iGwlinesd in’Thy “ 
pregenve, and ypdn ny. heart: b-whigh beats vidlently beosuse of 
fesr of Thee, and trpon 1 iny fimbs 3 Which treablethr rough “dread 
of Thes, for,-xerily O | ny sistainer, my sins Have, placed mis" 
in a “higgracetal si situation’ in Thy” pRikeiice, s0 it Treriaia 
silent, nojonewill spesk i in my behalf, and. if I> ‘beg ad inter 
cession’ l am not worthy of if. ~ 

, 9 Lord bless‘Mohammad and his- A} (family) atid: let 
Thy Grace iitercéds for my 'Wrotigs? “and thrn” io. wy e¥tl ~ 
with’Thy forgiveness, and do not visit me with what I deserve: 
of Thy torment; Hit spread’ over mé Thy bounty, and cover - 
me with Thy BCEEEN 5 ,and do unte me that which a respectable 
master worth! do-dut of pity’ tinto an unworthy’ slave Who Begs” 
for mercy ;.or that which a possesser of wealth would do to. 
relievt & heedy’ creature who-appeats before him: - sw 

O Lord there is*none to-shelter me:from Thee, therefore 
Thy majesty ought té-protact -td6, atta there Is-fone to inter- 
cede for me with Thee, therefore Thy kindness ought to 
mediate for me; and verily errors have terrified me therefore 
Thy forgiveness ought to assure me: For whatever I have 
spoken (is) not from ignorance of my evil deeds, nor from any 
oblivion of what hath gone before of my blame-worthy con- 
duct ; but in order that Thy heaven and those in it, and Thy 
earth and those on it, may listen to what I have expressed 
unto Thee of contrition, and of repentance through which 
I have sought Thy shelter ; expecting that perhaps, some of 
them may, through Thy grace, pity me owing to my unfavour- 
able situation; or that tenderness for me, may overcome 
some one on account of my evil plight, and I may thus obtain 
from hint 4 prayer more worthy of being listened to than my 
own enfreaty, or an intercession stronger than my own plead- 
ing, (and), which may be the cause of my deliverance from 
Thy wrath, and of success in winning ‘Thy approbation. 


® Contrition 
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O Lord if contrition be a (sufficient) repentance in Thy 
sight, verily I am the most contrite of those who feel contri- 
tion; and if the giving up of Thy disobedience be conversion, 
then I am the foremost of converts; and if asking forgiveness, 
be a removal of sins, then verily I am of those who pray unto 
Thee for pardon. 


O Lord as Thou hast enjoined repentance and guaranteed 
acceptance, and hast encouraged prayer and promised to 
answer therefore, bless Mohammad and his’Al (family) and 
accept my repentance, and do not turn me back disappointed 
from Thy mercy; verily Thou art the greatest acceptor of 
repentance (from) sinners, and compassionate to the erring 
that return (unto Thee). 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) as Thou 
hast guided us through him, and bless Mohammad and his 
"Al (family) as Thou hast deliverd us by him, and bless 
Mohammad and his ’Al (family) with a blessing which may 
intercede with Thee for us on the Day of resurrection, and the 
Day of need: Verily Thou hast power over every thing, and 
every thing is easy for Thee. 
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32. His prayer for himself, after finishing his 
nocturnal devotions, making therein 
confession of sin. 


© Lord, © Possessor of the eternally lasting kingdom; 
and of authority, predominant without (support of) armies, 
and (other) assistants, and of majesty, lasting despite the 
passage of ages, and succession of years, and tho passing of 
eras and days. 


Thy authority prevaileth with a predominance that hath 
no bound as regards beginning, and no limit with regard to 
end; And exalted 1s Thy kingdom with an elevation. so that 
(all) things fall short of reaching its utmost height, and the 
least of it wherewith Thou hast distinguished Thyself can 
not be reached by the utmost praises of those that praise. 

In Thee are attributes confounded, and descriptions of 
Thee brought to nought, and with* Thy Majesty the powers 
of the imagination are overwhelmed. 


Such Thou art O Ged, preeminent in Thy preeminence 
and ‘will remain so always without decay ; and I am a servant, 
meagre as regards good deeds ard overfull of hopes; from 
my hands are gone the means of obtaining my desires except 
what Thy Grace hath given unto mef and for me are cut the 
cords of hope, save Thy forgiveness on whichI rely. LInttle 
do I possess (of) that, which I may reckon (to be) of service 
to Thee, and there is much against me which I admit (is) 
disobedience to Thee still it 13 not difficult for Thee to forgive 
Thy servant, even though wicked ; therefore, forgive me. 


* That 1s, in contemplating Thy Majesty. ~ 

+ Another version could be — 

1 have lcat hold of all the links (of gocd deeds) that connected me with Thee, exeept 
those which Thy mercy has allowed me to retain, i, e. I do not deserve Thy favour because of 
my merit. but Thou shiwest me kindness out of Thy mercy. T. 
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O Lord, verily ‘thy knowledge extends to secret acts, 
and every hidden thing is revealed to Thy mind and the most 
minute affairs are not lost sight of by Thee, nor do the most 
hidden secrets remain unknown to Thee: : 


And verily I have been overpowered by Thy enemy, who 
begged of Thee leisure to mislead me and Thou didst grant him, 
and asked of Thee time till Doomsday, to lead me astray, and 
Thou gavest him time; so he hath involved me (in ruin). 


And verily I fled unto Thee from small sins that are 
pernicious, and great ones that are destructive, (but in vain),and 
when I transgressed against Thee, and became worthy of Thy 
wrath for my musconduct, he snatched away from me the 
reins of his deception, and faced me with his blasphemy and 
sought separation from me, and turned away his face from 
me; 


So he led me alone to the forest of Thy wrath,and turned 
me out rejected (to wander) 1n the expanse of Thy chastisement, 
there being no mediator to intercede for me, with Thee, and 
no protector to shelter me against Thee, and no stronghold to 
hide me from Thee, and no refuge to which I could retreat 
form Thee: 


Such, therefore is the position of him, who seeketh Thy 
shelter ; and the situation of him who makes confession unto 
Thee ; 


Therefor do not withdraw from me, Thy grace; and do 
not stint in my case, Thy pardon; and do not let me be the 
most disappointed of Thy repentant servants, nor the most 
hopeless of those who wait upon Thee expecting (success) ; 
and forgive me, for verily Thou art the best of those that 
forgive. 

© Lord, verily Thou didst command me and I failed 
(to obey); and didst restrict me and I rebelled; and evil 
thoughts adorned wrong for me, so that I welcomed it. 


1, The refence 1s to Quran Chap’ XV verses 80 to 42, 
&. The repernes 1s to Quran Chap LIX verse 16. 
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I called on no day to be witness to my fast, and on no 
night to be neighbour! to my vigils; and no good practice 
praises me for having revived it to say nothing of duties 
enjoined by Thee, which whosoever neglected was ruined ; 


And f£ do not seek introduction to Thee, by the excellence 
of any voluntary devotion, when I have neglected to perform 
great numbers of Thy fixed and appointed duties and have 
gone beyond Thy defined limits into forbidden things, in which 
I am involved, and from the bad reputation of heinous sins 
which I have committed there isno screen for me save Thy 
protection. And this is the position of one who is ashamed 
of his soul, before Thee, and is angry with it; anl (he) 1s 
satified with Thee, therefore, he hath turned to Thee with a 
spirit meek, and a neck bowed down, and a back overburdened 
with errors; standing between longing for Thee, and fear 
of Thee; and Thou art the most worthy of those in whom we 
trust, and the most deserving of those feared and dreaded 

Therefore give me O Lord what I hope for, and protect 
me from what I fear, and bless me with a gift? of Thy mercy, 
verily Thou art the most generous of those that are entreated. 
O Lord and as Thou hast enveloped me with Thy pardon, and 
sheathed me with Thy grace, in this abode of mortality, in 
the presence of (my) equals similarly, deliver me from the 
ignominies in the abode of permanence, in the presence of 
Thy favourite angels, and honourable prophets, and martyrs, 
and the righteous of my neighbours from whom I concealed 
my evils, and of kindred before whom I was ashamed because 
of my secret acts. I never relied on them, O my Patron. in 
(throwing) a covering over me,®? and trusted in Thee, my 
Lord, to, forgive me: And Thou art the most worthy of those 
that are relied on, and the most bountiful of those that are 
prayed to, and the most gracious of those that are entreated 
for mercy ; therefore pity me. 

© Lord Thou disdt cause me to flow down, when a con- 
temptible liquid, through the spine, consisting of narrow 





1, Companion. 
3. Lit return. 
8, That is, I never believed that they will concea] my defeots, T. 


|\aA 
Sees AVC RE Ulu ties 
CAG ESV AIO G Sia Hye 2 
SUES ES Susy 
PURSUE Sysaect JaIsag2, 
SURE SONET LS 
Bai Bab BST s EC GO 
oe Cease se SEES PRUNE ID igs 


P 
oD a ientet wie Pst yD "1 


WS iis} Bogs ale 5 i CSB EVADE S 
I(T Fm? nec y(t 9D 72 921m re yatta 
Pw Ba wyygoecknsy 
MA TEA Cox ~ \3 a) oi pussy Cs A509 2 To 


or tas 


1- pee" BA? 4 “ard 9590 lm ata ie 
SU e Bde NBN EET 


Bo 


FEAST ayy cA ca oui 


( 159 ) 


vertibre (having) narrow passages, into a narrow womb, in 
which Thou didst wrap me up in coverings; evolying me 
from stage to stage, tilt Thou broughtest me to the perfection 
of form, and didst develope in me organs, as Thou hasf describ- 
ed in Thy Book :1 a seed,? then a clot (of blood), then 4s lunip* 
of flesh ,.then (a frame of) bones, then Thou didst clothe the 
bones with flesh, then Thou createdst me a distincé creature, 
according to Thy will: 

‘Till when [ felt need of Thy nourishment, and could not 
be independerit of craving Thy bounty; Thow didst provide 
nourishment for me excelling food and drink, which Thou 
didst cause; to flow from the (breast of) Thy haridmaid, of 
whose belly Thou didst make me an inmate, and in the inner- 
most cavity of whose womb Thou didst deposit me: And 
hadst Thou consigned me O Patron in those circumstances; to 
my own strenghth, or compelled me to resort to my own 
power, verily my strength would bave forsaken ‘me; and my 
power would have been far away from me. 

‘ Therefore, Thou didst feed me out of Thy grace, witha 
wholesome, delicate nutriment ; and this Thou art doing to 
me, as a matter of kindness to me, to my present moment?* 
Thy kindhess doth not diminish, nor doth Thy benevolence: 
towards me linger: And despite this my confidence doth not 
become confirmed, to enable me to disengage myself (from 
worldly affairs, and employ myself solely) in seeking that 
which would be more lucky for me in Thy sight. 


-Verily the Dévil hath taken possession of my rein 
(through) my misgiving and weakness of belief, so I complain 
unto-Thee, of his. evil companionship and of the obedience of 
my soul to him, and crave Thy protection against his donina- 
tion, and humbly entreat Thee to make it easy for me to obtain 
a livelihood. 

And all praise is due to Thee for Thy being the first to 
confer magnificent favours, and for Thy inspiring gratitude 
(in return) for beneficence and bounty: Therefore bless 

1, The Quran Chapter XXIII, Verse 14 


2, Moist germ. 
8, Present stage of life. 
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Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and facilitate for me the 
obtaining of subsistence, and ket me be contented with Thy 
decree for me, and satisfy me with my share in what Thou 
hast allotted to me, and let whatever 18 gone of my body and 
age, be! in the path of _ service: verily ‘Thou art the best 
Sustainer. : m ete. 


O Lord I take refuge in Thee, from a fire which Thou 
heaped upon him who disobeyeth Thee, and with which Thou 
threatenest him who strayeth from obedience to Thy Will; and 
from a fire the light of which is darkness, and the softest of 
which is agonising, and the distance cf which 1s small ;? and 
from a fire one part of which consumeth some other part of 
it, and some part of which attacketh some other 
portion; and froma fire which reduceth the bones to decay, 
and maketh its inmates drink hot water; and from a fire 
which giveth not quarter to any who supplicate it, and doth 
not show mercy to any who pray to it for kinddess. And it 
hath no power to abate from any one who humobleth himself 
before it, and submitteth to it. It presenteth 1tsinmates with 
the hottest, of what it possesseth, of tormenting punishment, 
and intense misery. 


And I crave Thy protection from its open-mouthed 
scorpions, and its serpents ready to bite with their fangs, and 
its drink which cutteth asunder intestimes and hearts of those 
who dwell therein and teareth out their hearts; and I beg of 
Thee direction for what would keep me off from this fire, and 
hold me back from it, 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) and protect 
me from it, with Thy excellent grace; and overlook my errors 
with Thy gracious pardon, and do not disgrace me O Best of 
Protectors; For, verily Thou wardest off evil and givest good, 
and dost what Thou willest, and Thou hast power over every 
thing. 

1, That is, be counted ss having been spent 1n Thy Serviee 4, 
2, Thatis even the distant flames of which are ag if Thy were quite near the victim 7, 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his ’Al (family) whenever 
the righteous are mentioned, and bless Mohammad and his 
°Al (family) as long as the night and day alternate, with 
blessings the continuance of which may not cease, and the 
number of which can not be counted; blessings that will 
pervade the atmosphere and fill the earth and heaven. 


May God shower grace on him and his ’Al (family), till 
he is satisfied ; and may God, after the satisfaction, bestow on 
him and his ’Al (family), a favour having no bound and no 
limit. O Most Merciful. : 
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33, Soliciting Divine advice 1n affairs of moment. 


O Lord Teonsult .Thee in behalf of welfare because of 
Thy knowledge,-therefore bless Mohammad and his Al-(family) 
and decree for me that which is good , and mspire us with the 
knowlodge of choice, and let this be a means towards resigna- 
tion to what: Thou hast decreed for us, and submission to 
what Thou hast commanded Therefore remove from us the 
scandal of doubt and support us with the certainty of the 
sincere: And do not visit us with inability to realize what 
Thou hast chosen, lest we think lightly of Thy decree, and 
dislike the place of Thy approbation, and incline towards that 
which is far removed from excellence of conclusion, and 18 
very nigh the opposite of safety: 


> And make.us leve what we dislike of Thy decree, and facili- 
tate for us what we deem hard of Thy command And inspire 
us with submission to what Thou sendest upon us of Thy will, 
till we may not long for the delay of what Thou hastenest, nor 
long. for the speedy fulfilment of what Thou delayest, nor 
dislike what Thou lovest, nor chose what Thou hatest. 


“And make the end of our lives praiseworthy, and our re- 
turn toward Thee most noble. 


. Verily ‘Thou ewvest noble benifits, and Thy gifts are mag- 
nificent ; and Thou. dost what Thou willest and hast power 
over everything. 
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34 His prayer when afflicted and when he saw 
any one fallen on account of sin. 


O Lord all praise is due unto Thee for concealing ( sins) 
after Thy knowledge, of them and for giving security ( to 
sinners) after Thy receiving information ( of them ). 


For, verily, every one of us has sinned and Thou didst not 
make him notorious; and did commit glaring errors, and Thou 
didst not disgrace,him; and secretly perpetrated wrongs but 
Thou didst not point him out. 


How many acts forbidden by Thee have we done; and 
( how many ) commands of which Thou dist inform us, have 
we omitted to perform; and (how many ) Wrongs have we 
committed, and guilts have we perpetrated. 


Thou wast aware of them, without the spectators know- 
ing them ; and hadst power over their publication, above the 
powerful 


The securityt (Thou gavest us ) was a screen for us before 
their eyes, and an obstruction to their ears. Therefore let what 
Thou hast covered of secret errors, and concealed of blemishes, 
be an admonisher to us, and a restrainer from bad conduct, and 
commission of sins ; and an inducement to repentance which 
erases sin, and to the course of life approved by Thee; and 
be pleased to hasten its time. 


And do not visit us with negligence of Thee. Verly we 
long for Thee , and repent of sins. 


And bless O Lord, Thy chosen out of Thy creation, 
Mohammad and his Al ( family ), the elect from among Thy 
creatures, the holy , and let us be attentive listeners to their 
teachings and obedient, as Thou hast commanded. 





t Forbearance, 
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85 In approval of Divine decree, when, he looked 
' ' atthe worldly. ~«¢ © + 


7 te 
ae 


All praise is due to God, by way of submission to His 
command, I bear witness that the Lord hath distributed 
nourishment for his servants, righteously; and hath compassed 
all his creatures with kindness 


“ O'Lord bless Mohammad and his Al ( family )and do not 
tempt ( try ) me with what Thou ‘hast given them, and do not 
test them with what Thou-hast denied me, lest I envy Thy 
creatures and hold Thy decree in contempt. 


6 Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family ), and 
let my soul rejoice at Thy decree, and enlarge my breast at 
occasions of Thy sentence ¢ and give confidence wherby I may 
acknowledge that Thy decree does not issue, but with bene- 
volence. 


“And let my gratitude to Thee, for what Thou hast withheld 
from me, be ampler than my thanks unto Thee, for what Thou 
hast conferred on me. 


“And guard me from imagining any inferiority ( meanness) 


in the poor, or fancying any superiority (_nobleness ) 
in the prosperoys; for verily the noble man (superior) 
13 he whom seryice to Thee, hath ennobled, and the 
honourable he whom worship of Thee hath exalted to 
honour. Therefore bless Mohammad and his Al ( family ) and 
favour us with a prosperity that shall not perish, and 
advance us to an honour which shall not vanish, and send us 
to the Everlasting Kingdom: Verily Thou art the one ‘the 
Unique, the Eternal, who begetteth not, and 1s net begotten; and 
there is none like uatd Thee. {1)” a 


+ So that Imay bearit willingly without dumur, 
(1) Lié, Him. ‘ 
She qhotation is from the Quran chap. CXIL, 
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36, When he looked at the cloud and lightning and 
heard the sound of thunder, 


O Lord these two are two of Thy signs, and both of 
these are two of Thy assistants prompt in serying Thee by 
( diffusing ) beneficial grace, or severe punishment, Therefore 
do not let them shower on us an evil rain, and do not by them, 
put on us garments of calamity * 


O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family ) and send 
down on us the benefit of this cloud and its blessing, and 
turn away from us its torment and injury, and do not 
( through ) 1t visit us with affliction, and do not send down 
any blight on our means of support. 


O Lord and it Thou hast raised it ( the cloud ) by way of 
torment. and sent 1t on account of displeasute, then verily we 
crave Thy shelter fiom Thy wiath, and cry unto Thee to beg 
Thy pardon Therefore turn with wrath towaids the ( wor- 
shippers ) of many gods, and set in motion the mill of Thy 
chastisement for the unbelieveis 


O Lord remove the dryness of our cities with Thy water- 
ing, and remove the suspicion of our bieasts by supplying us 
with mou1ishment from hee, and do not remove us from Thee 
in favour of some othe: than Thee* and do not cut off from all 
of us the cause of Thy benevolence 


For veuly the prosperous (1) 1s he whom Thou makest 
so, and he is safe whom ‘Thou preseivest none hath a defender 
besides Thee and none can restrain Thy wrath 


Thou commandest whateve: Thou willest upon whomso- 
ever Thou choosest, and decreest what Thou resolvest for 
whomsoever ‘Thou dost dete: mine it 


Therefore all praise 1s due unto Thee fo. such affliction as 
Thou hast defended us from, and Thou deservest all gratitude 
for what Thou has given us of Thy blessing—a_ praise 
that would surpass the praise of those that praise, a praise 
that would fill earth and heaven 


Verily Thou art the Giver of magnificent gifts, the 
Bestower of gieat fa\ours, the Acceptor of the smallest praise, 
the Rewaider fcr the least gratitude, the Benevolent Patron, 
the Master of generopity , there bémg no God (?) besides Thee, 
and unto hee 1s oul 1eturn. 


* i, c, do not involve us in culamity by means of them J, 

* That is, do not allow us to preter our requests to any other besides Thee, T, 
(1) Wantiess 

(2) Object worthy of adoru tion, 
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37. Aprayer wherein he acknowledgeth his 
deficiency in thanksgiving, 


OQ Lord verily none cometh to an end of Thanking Thee 
before (there) accrueth to him fromThy benevolence tbat 
which requires of him more thanks, and none doth reach a 
goal in Thy service, even though he try his best, but he turneth 
ies out to be deficient by the sfde of Thy ( am) (1) due to Thy 
excellence: — ~ 


Therefore the most thankful of Thy servants 1s he who 
is ( Conscious that he’) is unable to thank Thee, and the most 
devout of them 1s he who is sensible of the insufficiency of his 
adoration' of Thee: Neither is any one entitled that Thou 
shouldst forgive him for his merit, nor that Thou shouldst be 
pleased with him on account of his worth ; 


Therefore whomsoever Thou forgivest, it 1s from Thy 
venerosity ; and whomsoever ‘I‘hou — it is because 
of Thy kindness. : 


Thou awatdest for the least of what’ Thow art thanked 
with, and requiteth for the smallest of what Thou art obeyed 
in ¥ = $ ros 

So much se, (as if ) the thanksgiving of Thy servants(?) 
*for which Thou didst entitle them to reward, and on 
account of which Thou didst maguify their recompense, were 
an affair from which they could abstain (1n spite of ) Thee, 
and therefore Thou didst reward them, or (asif )1ts cause 
were not in Thy hand and therefore Thou didst requite them 
Nay, Thou hadst power over their afhiar before they were able 
to adore Thee, and didst provide their reward before the 


began to serve Thee - 


Ana this because: itis Thy outtom to be generous, and 
Thy habit to be benevolent, and Thy way to forgive Hence, the 
whole cregtion acknowledgeth that Thou art not unjust to him 
whom Thou punishest, and beareth witness that verily Thou art 
gracious to him whom Thou givest security ; and every one 





(1) Like, worth, 
(2) Creatures, 
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admitteth against himself, his failure to do {for Thee ) 
what Thou deservest. So, if it were not for Satan’s leading 
them away from obedience to Thee, no sinner would have dis- 
obeyed Thee, and if it were not for his shaping wrong for them 
into the likeness of right, no erring (soul) would have gone 
astray from Thy path. 


Therefore, Holiness to Thee! How evident is Thy Grace 
in the case of those who obey Thee or disobey Thee, Thou re- 
wardest the obedient with that over which Thou hast autohrity 
for him, and bearest long with the sinner and allowest time to 
the sinner when Thou hast power to hasten his punishment 

Thou givest each of them, what he does not deserve ; and 
graciously conferrest on each of the two, what his actions fall 
short of winning. 


And were Thou to requite the obedient, according to 
that over which Thou hast power, verily he should have 
been very near losing Thy reward, and being deprived of Thy 
bounty. 


But Thou with Thy grace, rewardest him for a short, 
mortal* term ( of service ), with an eternally long duration 
(of happiness ); and for a close, transitory (goal ) with a 
lasting (1), permanent one And moreover, Thou didst not 
hold him under obligation for what he ate of Thy 
sustenance, wherewith he acquired strength to serve 
Thee, and dost not dispute with him _ (about) 
his organs, by using which he _ contrived to win 
Thy forgiveness: And were Thou to deal with him 
thus, verily he should Jose all that he toiled for, and the whole 
of that in which he exerted himself, in return for the least 
of Thy gifts and blessings, and must remain under obligation 
to Thee for all Thy (other ) favours: and then how could 
he have been entitled to any thing of Thy reward? Never! 
Never ! 

Such is the case O God of him who obeys Thee. and the 
career of one who adores Thee. 





; * Finite, 
(1) Lit of long duration, 
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But as regards him who disobeys Thy command and com- 
mits things prohibited by Thee, Thou dost not hasten him to 
Thy chastisement, in order that he may chang: his rebellious 
attitude into one of return to Thy obedience. 


And verily he deserves for what he resolved in disobedience 
to Thee, the whole of what Thou hast provided for all Thy 
creatures, of Thy chastisement: Therefore, all that Thou,didst 
delay from him of Thy punishment, and keep away from 
him of Thy torment and torture, was a relinquishmont of Thy 
right, and acceptance of what was not meet for Thee : 


So who is more gracious than Thee O Lo«d, and who more 
unlucky than he who perisheth against (Thy wish)? No one! 


Hence, Thou art too Great to be praised except with 
beneficence, and too generous to be feared for any thing save 
justice: There is no apprehension of ‘Thy oppression over one 
who disobeyeth Thee, nor is there fear of Thy neglecting to 
reward him who pleaseth Thee: 


Therefore bless Mohammad and his Al ( family ) and grant 
me my hope, and increase for me of Thy direction, whereby 
I may earn Thy favour in performing my work. 


Verily Thou art most Benevolent and Generous, 
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38, A prayer wherein he expresseth regret for 
wrong done to any creature, and for failure in 
the discharge of their dues, and prayeth 
for deliverence from the Fire. 


O Lord I apologize unte Thee for the wrong done to one 
oppressed in my presence, whom I did not help, and for a good 
done to me for which I did not return thanks; and for not 
accepting the excuse of a wrong dor who apologized unto me 
and for * not relieving a man in need, who begged of me 
( relief ); and for failing to satisfy the claim of a worthy true 
believer which was binding upon me, and for a_ truebeliever’s 
blemish revealed to me, which I did not concea; and for 
every sin represented itself to me, and I did not avoid it. 


I make apology unto Thee O Lord for them and the like 
of them, a regretful apology, which may warn me to avoid 
sinilar things which are before me 


Therefore bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let 
my contribution over errors which I fell into and my 
determination to avoid what may come before me of evil, a 
epentance which may entitle me to Thy Love, O Lover of 
those that repent. 


